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CLUB OFFICERS 
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JACK ELLETT (817) 492-8774��
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RICK BURKEY           (972) 396-9666 
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Robert Jordon      (972) 530-5832 
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LISA BURKEY            (972) 396-9666 
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MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

11001 MIDWAY ROAD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

JULY 8, 2005            TIME  7:00 P.M. 
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EVERYONE SHOULD BRING A 

VEGETABLE, SALAD, OR DESSERT 

DISH.  THE CLUBS WILL SUPPLY 

THE ENTRES AND DRINKS. 
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President 

Hello All, 

 I didn't get to make the last meeting because I was in the hospital. 
Doctors wanted to see if I had a heart. I kept telling them I did but they 
wanted to see for themselves. Everything turned out ok.  
 
 I understand Mary Penson gave a very interesting talk on the 
Garrett 250. I am sorry I missed it. I really like my 250. Seems I find 
more coins with than my other detectors. I have some "top of the line 
detectors". My 250 holds its own. I want to hunt with it some more to see 
if it was just a fluke I found so many coins with it or not. It sure is light. 
 
 This meeting will be different in that Lone Star and Golden 
Triangle will share our normal July meeting which is always a dinner. I 
know everyone is looking forward to it. There will be no finds of the 
month but will have a raffle. Seems like quite a raffle. Lots of nice 
prizes. 
 
 I haven't been hunting much since last meeting.  Been too hot. 
 
 I would like to acknowledge the passing of a friend. Odie Perez, 
long time member of Lone Star was killed in a car accident. Our hearts 
and our prayers go out to the family. 
 
Until the July meeting keepum swinging. 
                               Jack 
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DID YOU ORDER A NEW SHIRT? 

THE NEW SHIRTS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR AT THE JULY 

MEETING.  TOTAL PRICE, INCLUDING TAX, WILL BE $14.10 FOR 

THOSE WHO ARE BUYING SHIRTS AND $3.25 FOR THOSE WHO 

FURNISHED THEIR OWN.  SINCE WE ARE ASKING ALL MEMBERS TO 

WEAR THEIR SHIRTS, PLEASE CHANGE INTO YOUR NEW SHIRT AT 

THE MEETING.  IF ANYONE WANTS THEM EARLY THEY CAN PICK 

THEM UP AT THE GREERS. 3110 NEWCASTLE DR. ( MAPSCO 23-Q ) 

CALL FIRST -- 214-358-6570. HAROLD & MICKEY 

 

 
FINDS OF THE MONTH CONTEST 
(June 2005)  

 
Coin category  
1st    Robert Jordan     1930 Standing liberty Quarter 
2nd  Floyd Caldwell     1906 Indian Head Cent 
3rd  Gene Jameson     Silver Rosie 
 
Jewelry category  
1st  Gary Whalen        Peridot and Diamond Gold  
                                      Ring 
2nd Floyd Caldwell Two Gold Rings in One Hole 
3rd  Betty Lien  Multi Colored Gold Wedding 
   Band 
Relic category  
1st  Susan Caldwell Dizzy Dean Winners Pin 
2nd  Floyd Caldwell 1948 Dog Tag 
3rd  Gary Whalen Dallas Junior Safety Counsel 
   Badge 
 
Most unusual category  
1st  Ron Hankins Handmade Cross 
2nd  Robert Jordan Toy Gun 
3rd  George Koehl Napkin Ring 
 
 
Second Chance Category         
1st  Betty Lien  Gold Dos Peso Pendant 
2nd Gary Whalen Gold Chinese Panda Coin 
   Ring 
3rd  Irma Adams  Photo Hologram Necklace 
 

 
Ed Note:  Please enter your finds in the contest.  
It encourages others to bring their finds as well as to 
hunt more often.  Winners should be prepared to tell a 
bit about where they found the item and any history.  
You don’t have to give away any “secrets” but newer 
hunters need to know they can find items in both 
expected and unexpected places. 
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DOOR PRIZE WINNERS 
 
Door prizes were Garrett Water Bottles with an Indian Head 
penny and a Buffalo nickel attached.  These were won by: 
 
Gene Jameson    Sherri Kern     Lewis Murray 
Doug Dreggers    Susan Johnson  Ann Gibbs 
Betty Lien    Geneva Vines  Floyd Caldwell  
Gloria Miller    Pepper Kay  Irma Adams 

RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS 
 
Commemorative Civil War Knife  Bill Phillips 
 don. by Robert Jordan 
Wild West Nickel Set   Lewis Murray 
 don. by Don & Elaine Berry 
Bill of Rights Half   George Koehl 
 don. by Harold & Mickey Greer 
Clock Radio    Bill Abbott 
 don. by Bill Abbott 
Liberty Silver Round   Pepper Kay 
 don. by Don & Barbara Cundiff 
1924 Peace Dollar   Susan Phillips 
2005 Silver Eagle    Lewis Murray 
1866 3 cent Piece    Doug Dreggers 
Two $5 (Red Seal)   Barbara Cundiff 
1868 Five Cent Piece   Susan Johnson 
1853 Large Cent    Ronald Hankins 
1968 Proof Set    Lewis Murray 
 don. by Don & Elaine Berry 
1889 Morgan Dollar   Pepper Kay 
1853 Half Dime    Olga Hankins 
1865 Two cent piece   Rick Burkey 
1905 Barber 50 Cent Piece   Ronald Hankins 
1869 Seated 50 Cent Piece   Robert Johnson 
1945 Gold Dos Peso   Ben Hong 
 
 
I f you have suggestions on pr izes that might 
encourage more par ticipation, contact the Club 
Treasurer , Robert Jordan. 
 
Help suppor t your  club!  Buy a raffle ticket and 
join in the fun.  The GTES operates on funds 
collected as member dues, monthly and treasure 
show raffles, and other  donations.  This money is 
used to fund treasure hunts and club programs.   
Not only can you win a nice pr ize but you gain 
better  pr izes in the treasure hunts. 

continued from page 1 
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WWATS Open Rally & Hunts 
  

The excitement is building and folks across the 
country are getting ready for WWATS Rally and 
FREE Open Hunts. Dates are October 21-23, 2005 
and will be located at K River Campgrounds on the 
Kiamichi River just north of Antlers, Oklahoma 
(checkout www.kriver.com for reservations for RV 
and campsites). 
 
Since the response is so positive on this event, 
WWATS has decided to give away several Gold 
American Coins. For a $5.00 donation to this event 
and to support WWATS and its efforts to make a 
more positive future for our hobbies, WWATS will 
enter your name into the American Gold Coin 
Drawing. You must enter this drawing by sending 
your donation to WWATS at the address below 
before August 30th, 2005. The drawing will take 
place at the WWATS Rally and the winners will be 
announced, you do not need to be present to win. 
 
For all of you attending the WWATS Rally & Hunts, if 
you Pre-Register by sending in your name, address 
and phone number or fill out one of the entry forms 
shown on this site before October 15th, 2005, then 
WWATS will enter you in a Pre-Registration 
American Gold Coin Drawing. You will need to be 
present to win this drawing and it will take place just 
before the � � � � � � �� 	
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on Saturday October 22nd, 2005 at 10:00 AM. 
 
Along with the Worlds Largest Open FREE Hunt 
presented by WWATS will be many more FREE 
hunts for those participating, a Cookout, Campfire 
Gathering, Big Fish Contest, GPS Clue Hunt, 
Canoeing, Gold Dredging in the river, and Sunday©s 
only Open Pay Hunt during this event. This will be a 
fun-filled weekend for the entire family, so bring all 
the kids.  
 
Don©t forget why we are all there, the Rally. We will 
gather Saturday at 12:30 PM for a meeting-of-the-
minds. To get a good look at where our hobby©s 
future stands today and what we can do to make it 
more secure for our children many years from now. 
Please be there with your questions that many of you 
have, this is where you can get the answers. We ask 
you to please attend this Rally and bring your thinking 
caps, you©ll need them. 
 
Hope to see you all there for a lot of fun and good 
time recreation.  Send your donations to:    
 
Keith Wills, WWATS                   www.wwats.org  
201 S. Montgomery St. 
Gilmer, Texas 75644          kwills@worldnet.att.net 
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Alamo Coins has supported GTES! 
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See your  adver tisement here! 
 
“ Casual Ads”  for  members are free 
 
Commercial Ads at reasonable rates: 

$7.50 for  one month for  the business card 
size ($60.00 annually) 
¼ page space $90.00 annually 

 
Ads should be “ camera ready”  and should be 
submitted to the newsletter  editor  as much in 
advance of publication date as possible. 
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Officials unveil proposal to build 
‘hardened' off-road trails in forest 

 
By CHRISTINE S. DIAMOND  

The Lufkin Daily News 

Friday, June 03, 2005 

ZAVALLA – U.S. Forest Service officials and members of the 
public on Thursday night discussed a proposal to construct 55 
miles of "hardened" trails designated for off-road vehicle use in the 
Angelina National Forest.  

Similar meetings have been held in Beaumont and Houston. 
Another is scheduled to be held in Broaddus next week.  

Maps showing ORV trails in the Angelina National Forest, 
displayed at Thursday's meeting in Zavalla, were the idea of 
Stephen F. Austin State University professor Mike Legg, who was 
commissioned by the forest service in 1985 to inventory "social-
made" ORV trails in the Boykin Springs/Longleaf areas. He 
counted 250 to 300 miles of ORV trails.  

The presence of off-road vehicles in the Angelina National Forest 
dates to at least the early 1970s, when Legg first encountered them. 
He and the ranger with him Thursday night "lamented" at length on 
erosion problems attributed to the off-road use.  

"If we had taken action then," Legg said, "we certainly would not 
be standing here today."  

To date, the only designated ORV trails in Texas' national forests 
are in the Sam Houston National Forest, where ORV users pay 
either $5 per day or $25 for an annual pass to ride the 85 miles of 
trail.  

ORV use is allowed in the Angelina, Davy Crockett and Sabine 
national forests, but with many restrictions.  

"It is difficult to ride legally for any distance," Legg said.  

What has finally brought discussion and official trail planning to 
the forefront was the anticipation of the U.S. Forest Service chief's 
off-road vehicle rule, according to Catherine Albers, director of 
recreation programming for the national forests and grasslands of 
Texas.  

"I think it is good public policy to go toward designated trails,”  she 
said.  

Designated trails would require ORV users to stay on certain paths, 
specially constructed to protect the surrounding environment as 
much as possible, she said. The proposal includes a volunteer 
weekend overseer, limited day use hours, and no alcohol and no 
firearms.  

Albers said Legg, who spent the past two years researching the 
proposal, is an expert in trail-making.  

"We looked everywhere, folks," he said. "The trails are designed 
with family use in mind – there would not be a lot of challenging 
trail miles out there."  

Based on public feedback, which is especially important in 
controversial issues like this, construction on the proposed trails 
could be started in two years, Albers said.  

Many of the half-dozen who attended after hearing of the meeting 
said they felt the locals needed to have more input, especially those 
whose property or hunting leases back up to the proposed trail area.  

"None of them that lives over there is for this," said Maynard 
Phillip of Lufkin.  

Asked how much it had cost to fund the social trail survey and the 
trail proposal to date, neither Legg nor representatives of the forest 
service could answer.  

However, the Texas Motorized Trails Coalition has offered to lay 
out the trail and maintain it in a manner similar to the 1,800-acre 
private park Barnwell Mountain Recreational Area, a private park 
located five miles north of Gilmer. The coalition itself evolved 
from a similar meeting in 1999, when ORV use was restricted to 
portions of the Angelina north of Highway 63, according to 
founding member Leslie Ramirez.  

In addition to being self-supportive, the Gilmer park has spurred 
the town's economy, including construction of two motels, she 
said. The average ORV user spends $100 per day in the local 
community, according to Legg.  

"I just want a place to ride," said Jason Knighton of Houston, 
whose father lives in the Angelina. Knighton said he enjoys the 
Gilmer park, but he'd prefer one closer to Houston.  

Lufkin conservationist Richard Donovan applauded the Ramirezes' 
pro-activeness in creating a park for ORV users, but added, "I think 
this is a private enterprise opportunity and should be kept so. It 
makes me think the next thing we'll see is Ferris wheels at 
Yosemite National Park."  

Donovan also said he felt the forest service would be in violation 
of the Clean Water Act if they went through with the proposal.  

Texas Committee on Natural Resources representative Chris Jones 
objected to the noise pollution the off-road vehicles would cause, 
interrupting the "solitude that we all seek in the national forest."  

Several of the handful present agreed that some sort of compromise 
is needed.  

"We are trying to offer a manageable solution," Victor Ramirez 
said. "If you don't offer one, people will go whereever (in the 
national forest). There is still a problem. People are still out there 
tearing up the forest. And I think my motor boat makes more noise 
than my ATV."  

Off-road vehicles allow those unable to hike long distances to have 
access to their national forests, Leslie Ramirez said.  

Christine S. Diamond's e-mail address is cdiamond@coxnews.com 

 
http://www.lufkindailynews.com/news/content/news/stories/2
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June meeting  
Golden Tr iangle Explorers Society  

Minutes 
 
 
 
Rick started the meeting at 7:30  
 
Rick explained Jack was not be at the meeting because he was in the hospital having some tests run. 
 
Rick introduced our guests:  Geneva Vines, Sherri Kern, and Gloria Miller (who was a returning guest).  
 
Robert gave the Financial Report and said we have a balance of $1251.51. 
 
Gary gave the Hunt and Field report and talked about the hunt held in May at Davy Crockett School and said 
that a lot of coins were found.  He then went on to talk about the Hunt for Saturday at Lake Waxahachie and 
the planning of the hunt and campout for July 9th and 10th at Lake Bardwell. 
 
Velma Slocum reported on the hunt being jointly held by six clubs, called the “Six Amigos Silver Hunt” .  
There is a 50 dollar lake fee and it will be held in Canton.  More info will be reported as it becomes 
available. 
 
Harold Greer reported on the Golden Triangle logo shirts. 
 
We talked about the upcoming barbecue and raffle.  Lone Star Club is providing drinks, Susan and Floyd the 
meats and everyone else is asked to bring a side dish (vegetable, dessert, rolls, salad, etc.) 
 
Duration of club hunts was discussed again.  We talk about changing the date for the spring hunt. 
 
Break 
 
It was announced that our newest members are Sherrie Kern and Gloria Miller. 
 
Our speaker was our very own Mary Penson who talked about when she started at Garrett and about the new 
Garrett 250. 
 
Announced winners of the find of the month contests. 
 
Door Prizes, Raffle, and Marble Raffle (no one picked the right marble). 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
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REPORT OF THE  
GOLDEN TRIANGLE EXPLORERS SOCIETY  

HUNTMASTER 
 
 

ATTENTION ALL HUNTERS  
July Fun Hunt 

 
When              July 9th  2005,  10:00 to 12:00 

Where             High View Park, Lake Bardwell, Ennis Texas 
Meet                On the Beach at 9:45 am 
 
  
Lake Bardwell is a surprisingly active lake for swimmers and water sports, and only about 45 
miles south of Dallas out of Ennis.  I found seven rings one day at this lake, and last year it 
produce one of my better finds, a nice diamond and gold ring.  The 9th of July is just a few 
days after the Independence holiday and should make for prime hunting. 
 
Several Members of the club have planned to camp in the park Saturday night, and some 
Saturday and Sunday nights.  Bob and Betty Lien, Gary Whalen, and Linda Vandling have 
already reserved spaces 16 and 17.  These spaces are close to the swim area, and I would 
recommend that everyone who can make early reservations close to 16 and 17. Reservations 
can be made on line at http://www1.swf-wc.usace.army.mil/bardwell/camping.htm, or by 
phone at the toll free number 1-877-644-6777. 
 
There is plenty to do after the hunt on Saturday with two other beaches on the lake, and 
excellent fishing and water sports. We expect a great weekend and hope to see you there. 
 
Gary Whalen 
214-328-1087 
garwha@aaahawk.com 
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 This newsletter is published monthly by the Golden Triangle Explorers Society, the oldest treasure 
hunters club in Texas.  We are proud to be a member club of the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs and to be 
a part of the annual Texas Treasure Show.  We encourage you to join a local treasure club and if you live in 
the Dallas Fort Worth Metroplex, or nearby, we invite you to join our club. 
 

We are a family oriented group of treasure hunters and others interested in preserving the past by 
recovering relics, coins, and other treasures and sharing our research and information with other like-minded 
people.  We subscribe to the “Treasure Hunters Code of Ethics” . 

 
If you are interested in joining us, please fill out the form below and bring it to our booth at the 

treasure show, to a meeting, or mail to the address below.  Dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per 
family, including children up to the age of 18 and are pro-rated (Dues are Sept to Aug). 
 
 

Name:  ________________________________________ 
 

Address:  ________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: ________________________________________ 
 
Mail to: 

Golden Triangle Explorers Society 
P.O. Box 59814 
Dallas, Texas 75229 

�
�
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Golden Triangle Explorers Society 
P.O. Box 59814 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

� PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

 

 

�  

 
 
DON’T FORGET: 
 

� � A � �"  � � # � � �" � � � � � $                                                           

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH                                                 

11001 MIDWAY ROAD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

JULY 8, 2005            TIME  7:00 P.M. 
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This page was not included in the mail version of the newsletter .  I t is a “ bonus”  for  
those who receive the newsletter  via e-mail. 
 
The following message was received from Kieth Wills following the Lions Club Camp: 
 

Folks, these are some photos of us working with the 120 handicap children at the 
Texas Lions Camp last week in Kerrville, TX. on our annual visit there. It was a 
wonderful time and the kids and employees of the camp were great to us and wanted 
me to express their many thanks to those of you that were kind enough to donate coins 
and other items for the kids. All the kids said a BIG "Thank You" to you all. These 
kids are our nation©s future and we in the hobby are proud to show them there is a 
recreational sport they can enjoy even with a handicap. This builds esteem and pride in 
these kids and they also get a great start on their own foreign coin collection, HA! 
Maybe you will have the opportunity to join use next year, it is a life changing 
experience. Sincerely, Keith Wills 
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YOU CAN NEVER HAVE TOO MUCH GOLD! 
 
A Raffle pr ize which shows up fair ly often is the Mexican Dos Peso gold coin from the 
mid-20th century.  I t is small (and thus, affordable) and so many members never  really 
see the beautiful detail of this coin.  Here is an enlarged view: 
 
 
 


