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RICK BURKEY          (972) 396-9666 
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Robert Jordon       (972) 530-5832 
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LISA BURKEY           (972) 396-9666 
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MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

11001 MIDWAY ROAD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

OCTOBER 14, 2005  TIME  7:30 P.M. 
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NOT RECEIVED IN TIME FOR 

PUBLICATION. 

EXTRA REFRESHMENTS ALWAYS 
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President 

 
I  am honored to have been selected to serve you for  the next year . Just a week or  
so into my term and I  am in awe of those with whom I  serve and those that 
previously sat at the head table. They have exhibited such great desire and 
dedication in the club’s behalf. This continues today. 
 
One person, four  officers, or  perhaps a dozen energetic members cannot do all that 
needs to be done. Everyone must contr ibute some of our  time and our  talents. 
When the call comes for  volunteers, don’ t turn your  back on our  fellow club 
members. Step up to the bar  and join and/or  rejoin those that serve. 
  
I t is the board’s plan that no volunteer  serve more than one year  without a break. 
In October  we will seek to fill some 12 to 15 spots on committees. These will 
include Refreshments, Find of the Month, the Executive Board, and a new 
Membership Committee. Also, we will name a committee to gather  information 
about a website for  GTES including all requirements and related costs. Those of 
you with exper tise in this field are encouraged to serve your  club at this time. 
 
Well, that is it for  the “ heavy”  news. Your  officers have some really fun activities 
planned for  the coming year . There will be more to do as a club, and an 
oppor tunity to learn more about metal detectors - how they work, how to get more 
from your  detector , and where to hunt and where not to hunt. Some well qualified 
speakers are being sought to provide insight into special and specific types of 
hunting. 
 
One last thought. The meetings will follow an agenda approved by the Executive 
Board. For items to be included for  the club’s consideration, the information and 
sufficient suppor ting data needs to be sent to ar r ive on/or before the Wednesday, 
10 days pr ior  to the club meeting date. I tems for  consideration need to be sent to 
me by mail at: GTES President; PO Box 472531; Gar land, TX  75047-2531 or  by 
e-mail (prefer red) at: jayce@ear thlink.net. In the subject line begin with GTES, 
then the subject. Without GTES, my Spam blocker  will delete all messages from 
names not in my address book.   
 
I tems not meeting these cr iter ia and/or  presented at the meeting may not be acted 
upon until the following meeting 
 
We miss you when you fail to attend. Please make an extra effor t to be with us at 
7:30pm, October  14th, 2005. 
 
 
Dig ‘em Deep 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH CONTEST 
(September 2005)  

 
See photographs of winners on page 9. 
 
Coin category  
1st    Dave Totzke            1918D Stand’g Liberty Quarter 
2nd  Irma Adams 1909 V Nickel 
3rd   Robert Jordon 1923 Mercury Dime 
 
Jewelry category  
1st    Gary Whalen ¼ ct Diamond Engagm’t Ring  

1st   Bob Lien  Gold Bracelet 
2nd  Gene Jameson  Diamond & Ruby Ring 
3rd   Floyd Caldwell 10 k White Gold Ring 
 
Relic category  
1st   Floyd Caldwell Dick Tracy Badge 
2nd  Dave Totzke Green River Whiskey Token 
3rd  Gary Whalen Antique Gas Valve 
 
Most unusual category  
1st    Gary Whalen Brass 

2nd  Floyd Caldwell Marine Corps Badge 
3rd   Bob Lien  Old Car 
 
Second Chance Category         
1st    Gary Whalen 11 Coins from One Hole 

2nd  Dave Totzke 14 k Gold Ring /Black Onyx 
3rd   Betty Lien  Ring 

 
 
Ed Note:  Please enter your finds in the contest.  
It encourages others to bring their finds as well as to 
hunt more often.  Winners should be prepared to tell a 
bit about where they found the item and any history.  
You don’t have to give away any “secrets” but newer 
hunters need to know they can find items in both 
expected and unexpected places. 
 
 
 

Ed. Note: Photographs of the first place winner in 
each category are on page 9.  Photos courtesy of 
Shelly Sharum.  Be sure to tell her thank you! 
 
Photos are shown in the e-mail version of this 
newsletter only.  This is due to limitations in printing 
the postal mail version. 
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DOOR PRIZE WINNERS 
 
Door prizes were Garrett Water Bottles with either a $1.00 
silver certificate or a $2.00 “red seal bill.  Your humble editor 
has been unable to locate a list of the 12 winners.  
 
 

PRIZE DRAWING WINNERS 
 
Mexican Silver Round   Rick Burkey
 don. by Velma Slocum 
1873 Three Cent piece (Nickel)  Bill Phillips 
2005 Silver Eagle    Ronald Hankins 
1856 Seated Quarter   Roy Glover 
Silver Round Gaming Token  Rick Burkey 
Treasure cache Book   Robert Jordan 
 Don. By Mary Penson 
1855 Large Cent    Suzy Johnson 
1858 Flying Eagle Cent   Kelene Totzke 
1922 Peace Dollar   Rick Burkey 
1864 Two Cent piece   Don Berry 
1898 Morgan Dollar   Olga Hankins 
Stereo Headphones & Magazines  Robert Jordan 
 Don. By Gene & Ann Gibbs 
1830 Capped Bust Half Dime  Gene Jameson 
1857 Seated Dime   Don Berry 
1912D Barber Half   Ronald Hankins 
1829 Capped Bust Half Dime  Pepper Kay 
2 ½ Peso Gold Coin   James Turner 
 
 

In the “ Marble Drawing”  Jim Hamilton drew 
the lucky ticket but also drew a GREEN marble. 
 
I f you have suggestions on pr izes that might 
encourage more par ticipation, contact the Club 
Treasurer , Robert Jordan. 
 
Help suppor t your  club!  Buy a raffle ticket and 
join in the fun.  The GTES operates on funds 
collected as member dues, monthly and treasure 
show raffles, and other  donations.  This money is 
used to fund treasure hunts and club programs.   
Not only can you win a nice pr ize but you gain 
better  pr izes in the treasure hunts. 
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September  Meeting  
Golden Tr iangle Explorers Society  

Minutes 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. (delay 
was to accommodate those in line to pay annual 
dues) by President Jack Ellett and visitors were 
introduced by Vice President Rick Burkey.  First time 
guest Ferny Lord was presented a gift.       
 
The financial report was given by Treasurer Robert 
Jordan and the hunt and field report was given by 
Huntmaster Gary Whalen.  Gary explained that the 
fun hunt location must be changed (city park closed 
early this year) to Lake Waxahachie.  He also 
explained the temporary rules for the FOM contest 
being tried this month. 
 
Dave Totzke gave a report on upcoming hunts 
including the Lone Star hunt at Glenn Heights (which 
includes 8 separate hunts foe the ladies and 7 for 
men) and the Six Amigos Hunt. 
 
The club bylaws and FOM contest rules were 
discussed.  The club decided to initiate “new 
member” packets which would include copies of 
these documents, along with other items of interest to 
new members.  Mary Penson agreed to chair the 
group to prepare these packets.  Whether or not 
patches or other items the club normally sells should 
also be included was deferred until prices can be 
obtained. 
 
Jack explained that we would have no speaker 
because of elections of officers.  Following the break, 
nominations were accepted for the officers for 
2005/2006.  Jack Ellett and Jack Lowry were 
nominated for President and an election was held.  
Jack Lowry was elected and took his place presiding 
over the meeting.  Rick Burkey was nominated for 
Vice President, Lisa Burkey for Secretary, and Robert 
Jordan for Treasurer.  There being no other 
nominees, they were elected by acclamation. 
 
Door prizes were awarding and the monthly prize 
drawing was held.  Find of the Month contest winners 
were announced and prizes awarded.  Robert 
announced that some new “twists” to the marble 
drawing will be introduced at the next meeting. 
 
New members, Dave & Connie Kisselburg and 
Wayne & Nancy Strobo, were announced. 
 
A picture of your 2005/2006 officers is on page 9. 

       TREASURY  REPORT 
 
September 2005            
Beginning Balance:                   $1,165.10 
 
Debits: 
Check  Date   Payee                            Amount 
    #   
 1176     9/3     Alamo Coins                   244.00- 
   (Raffle, Door) 
 1177     9/9     Roy Glover                         14.42- 
   (Refreshment Supplies) 
 1178     9/9     Mike Shaw)                       65.08-  
   (Newsletter  expenses 
              9/13   Service Charge                 12.00- 
 
Credits: 
 
Interest                                                         .11+ 
Dues                                                        525.00+ 
Raffle                                                      381.00+ 
 
                                                                          Ending Balance:                  
 
Petty Cash:                                     $4.60 
 
Marble Raffle:                            $376.00 
   
 
 
            How to find the meeting: 
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Jack Lowry still has two Sam Street maps 
of Dallas County, circa 1900. These are 
copies. He will offer them for $2.00 each at 
the club meeting.  
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See your  adver tisement here! 
 
“ Casual Ads”  for  members are free 
 
Commercial Ads at reasonable rates: 

$7.50 for  one month for  the business card 
size ($60.00 annually) 
¼ page space $90.00 annually 

Ads should be “ camera ready”  and should be 
submitted to the newsletter  editor  as much in 
advance of publication date as possible. 
 
 
 
Code of Ethics 
 
1.      I  will respect the r ights and proper ty of 
      others. 
2.      I  will obtain permission before hunting on      
      proper ty that is pr ivately owned.  
3.      I  will observe all laws, whether  national, 
      state, or  local. 
4.      I  will fill all holes and leave the land and  
      vegetation as it was. 
5.      I  will remove all trash and litter  when I  
      leave. 
6.      I  will not destroy or  deface signs,  
      equipment, or  structures. 
7.      I  will build fires in designated or  safe areas   
      only. 
8.      I  will conduct myself with cour tesy and 
      consideration for  others and set an example  
      of myself to credit my hobby 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WWATS NEWS 

"America's Largest FREE Open Treasure Hunts"  

Have you ever wanted to actually go on a Treasure Hunt? 
Well the Treasure Hunt is coming to Oklahoma and it is 
"Open to the Public" at No-Charge. 

 Oct 21st to 23rd, 2005 the Ever Famous WWATS Open 
Rally & Treasure Hunts in SW Oklahoma just north of 
Antlers at the K River Campgrounds (www.kriver.com for 
reservations). Treasure Hunts with the use of a metal 
detector are open to the entire family to enjoy. Hunt fields 
will be buried with coins of all kinds: including older silver 
coins, foreign coins, and prize tokens for the many donated 
prizes that you might win. All contestants keep what they 
find in the hunt fields and the prize tokens found will be 
turned in for prizes like new metal detectors, tools, US gold 
coins, one ounce silver coins, civil war replica swords and 
many other prizes. Also there will be camping, canoeing, 
horseback riding, prospecting/dredging in the Kiamichi 
River, arrowhead hunting, GPS treasure hunt, cookout, 
campfire gathering and much more. Contact Keith 
(903)734-7772 or email: kwills@etex.net or register to win 
a gold coin at www.wwats.org  and download entry form--
fill it out and mail it in.  
 

WWATS (World Wide Association of Treasure Seekers) 
was founded to help make a difference in our hobby of 
metal detecting, treasure hunting and gold prospecting. To 
secure a future; and attending the Rally is for serious 
discussions on the state of our hobby, our freedoms and 
public lands! 
 

You don't want to miss this event, it's all FREE! Come learn 
more about metal detecting, gold prospecting and the 
modern day equipment to be successful with. You'll find the 
treasure hunters one of the greatest bunch of folks you'll 
every meet and they don't mind sharing their secrets with 
you. Vendors will be on site with the latest equipment and 
metal detectors if you need one. Come see us and enjoy a 
long weekend of great fun and treasure hunting for the entire 
family. 
 

All prize donations and donator will be listed at the event, 
donations are welcome and needed and do not have to be 
related to our hobby.  

 
Keith Wills, president 

 

 

 



� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � �

HUNTING FOR GOLD RINGS 
By Jack Ellett 
 
We have all read or heard for a long time if you are going to find gold rings you must dig everything, 
especially the pull tabs. I have noticed lately by a little experimenting that a certain metal detector seems to 
not follow that idea. I don't usually name a certain metal detector in my articles. But I would like to relate an 
experiment I have done. The metal detector I am talking about is the Garrett 250. The discrimination circuit 
to me seems a little different than most other detectors I have owned, or now own.  I now own 11 metal 
detectors.  Silly, isn't it?  I keep telling myself I must sell some of them but I like them all. But getting back 
to my experiment, I took 64 gold rings (some of mine and some of Berley Bowens) of all sizes.  From a very 
small 10k gold ring to one zinc reading.  Also, white gold 10k to large men’s 14k.  The reason I mention 
white gold is white gold and platinum reads much lower in conductivity than yellow gold.  The test was 
performed in air test only.  Actual in ground may read differently.  Putting the 250 in coin mode which 
should eliminate most pull tabs and passing the rings flat about 4" from the coil.  I performed this test at 
American Detectors.  Of the sixty-four rings, 44 read in the 5 cent range---1 zinc.  Then I lowered the disc 
one more notch lower than 5 cent.  Then I read 10 more gold rings.  Of the nine others that read pull tabs two 
were 14k wedding bands.  Two were very nice large rings with diamonds.  The other five I do not know why 
they read pull tabs. 
 
This certainly is not a conclusive indication of a sure way to find gold rings.  I have not had time or 
inclination due to the heat.  This was a controlled test.  What it will be in an actual hunting situation I do not 
know.  I just thought it to be very interesting. 
 
 
 
The State of our Metal Detecting and Prospecting Hobby is weak at best! 
  
There are a number of folks and organizations trying hard to provide a more secure future for generations to come for 
our hobby and to keep public lands open to all. Some are very active and some are not. Our hope is that you are 
supporting at least one of them instead of setting back and doing nothing to ensure that your children can continue to 
enjoy the same hobby you have enjoyed for so long. 
 
It does seem at times that for every step forward we take in behave of a more positive future for us all, someone or 
something happens like new legislation being introduced or someone trespassing to give us all a bad name, jumps in 
and gets more publicity than we will ever receive from the many good deeds those in our hobby do across this country; 
"bad news travels fast". Yet there is little to do but to continue the fight and look for new avenues to shed a new more 
positive light on our hobby and those in it, so we must keep marching on. 
 
Unfortunately, we seem to be more unorganized as an interest group than ever with such a variety of talent within our 
ranks in this hobby and too little support. So the answer is clear, we must organize ourselves better, join forces with 
other interest groups that have the same problems as we, look forward and not back, design a positive plan of action, 
seek out all the support we can, educate those in our hobby today that are not aware of what is truly happening 
around them and convince them that it might just happen to them someday as well. Of course, we are aware that not 
everyone will in fact "give a hoot" for they see no problems in their area and would just prefer to stay out of the political 
arena as long as possible. We may never change those folks thinking, but you can be assured that there will always 
be those out there looking to restrict your hobby and enjoyment in some way and it may just happen next time in your 
city or state. 
 
So if you have folks that are dedicated enough to offer to help fight for your rights, as well as their own so to continue 
to enjoy this hobby for years to come, then why not support them in anyway you can! Such is the direction and 
purpose of WWATS (World Wide Association of Treasure Seekers, Inc.) www.wwats.org . 
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WWATS has searched for the most serious of those within our interest to be board members, many of which also are 
heads of like organizations with the same problems we face daily. Theory; join hands with other alike groups to make 
us stronger and to work together as a team effort to solve those problems. WWATS has several attorneys and a 
Washington DC lobbyist as board members as well, so to be more proactive in our concerns and well educated in our 
plans of action. "WWATS will make a difference". 
 
WWATS membership is free and a three year term, you can join by going to our website www.wwats.org . WWATS 
website has the latest of news-worthy events and legislation that is pertaining to our hobbies as well as hobby related 
events, good deeds by others in our groups, many great suggestions from those that are interested and dedicated to 
our hobby©s preservation, and education for those that may have questions or are new to our hobby and wish to get 
started in the correct and law bidding direction. WWATS website will keep you informed and is something that you as 
a concerned hobbyist should be checking at least once a week so to keep others around you of the same interest 
informed, we don©t want to see anyone in trouble because ©they just didn©t know©. Also WWATS is "worldwide" because 
so many today are interested in travel and other country©s laws pertaining to metal detecting and prospecting. WWATS 
gives you that one location to find such information and also to learn of other WWATS organizations in other countries 
around the world. Most importantly, WWATS has and is continuing to establish State Directors in each state in 
America so to assist in watching for new legislation that could spring-up and affect our hobby in a negative way. Our 
WWATS State Directors already have made a huge difference in "blowing the horn" on sneaky legislation in several 
states that might of never surfaced until it became Law in those states. We continue to need more State Directors to 
support this effort and be our eyes and ears, so why not volunteer. 
 
So as I said, don©t just act as if there is not anything happening to you or your brothers and sisters in this hobby, be a 
part of the solution and support an organization, support WWATS. Join, donate if you can, and offer your assistance in 
your own area and state. WWATS board will continue to attack negative legislation and bad PR in your state and 
at national levels, but we can©t do it without your help! This will be what makes us all successful. If your looking for a 
reward for your efforts in this, do as I do, teach a young child or handicap child the hobby of metal detecting or 
prospecting for the first time and look down at their big smile when they make their first find; now that is a true reward 
for your efforts. Let©s all see to it, that the children can continue to keep smiling and keep that right to enjoy their 
hobby.  
 
Thank you, Keith Wills, president 
 
(We need DONATIONS--Please). 
Oct 21st to 23rd, 2005 Famous WWATS Open Rally & Hunts in Southwest -- Oklahoma just north of 
Antlers at the K River Campgrounds www.kriver.com for reservations. America's Largest FREE Open 
Hunts at this event (no charge!) donations welcome and needed! All donations and donator will be 
listed at the event. Events include: hunts for the entire family, camping, canoeing, horseback riding, 
prospecting/dredging in the Kiamichi River, arrowhead hunting, GPS hunt, treasure hunts, cookout, 
campfire gathering and much 
more. Contact Keith (903)734-7773 or kwills@etex.net or register for gold at www.wwats.org and download 
entry form.  
 
Please HELP make a difference in our hobby's future and attend the Rally for serious discussions on the state 
of our hobby, our freedoms and public lands!  
 
Please consider donating to this event, that is what makes this event possible and supports keeping our 
hobby open to all.  
 
Thanks so much, 
Keith Wills, president of World Wide Association of Treasure Seekers (WWATS) 
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Does Your Club Care? 
 
Since 1982 I have been a member of several treasure hunting and prospecting clubs, I think I'm a member of 
about 14 at this time. Also as a past officer of many of them and as a person very active in the pursuit of a 
better future for our hobbies, I have a hard time understanding why more clubs do not take an active row in 
their communities so to give our hobby more positive PR, especially with all those in our government that 
oppose us today. We truly need better PR for our hobby, since we can't afford to advertise our fun sport on 
national TV, why not in local newspapers for our good deeds and special events the club sponsors? Is it that 
your membership is so self-absorbed in only seeing what the club can do for them, like more raffles, door 
prizes and hunts each month to benefit themselves only? How much of your membership sits back and 
doesn't support your club in anyway, but are usually the first to complain if something is suggested that 
would use time of the club for something other than what they would not profit from? Is it any wonder that 
those that are fighting to keep our rights to enjoy this hobby can make a positive step forward, only to find 
out the government creates another restriction, or some hobbyist loots a historic site and sets all our efforts 
back three steps or more. 

We will never win the battle unless every club decides that part of their reason for existence is to support the 
hobby in dedication instead of profit for membership. For in the long run, such positive activities in the clubs 
community will be a greater benefit for that club by increasing membership, more open areas to enjoy their 
hobby and building a better future for those that follow us in this hobby. 

Some simple examples as we do here is like the support of the Texas Lions Camp of Handicap Children each 
year. Where we visit the Camp annually so to teach the handicap children that there is an outdoor activity 
they can do even if the have no legs, or they are blind or deaf, they can enjoy the activity of metal detecting 
and treasure hunting. 

How about your local library that is always looking for special programs so to draw more youth to use their 
community library. Offer them a program once a year on metal detecting where they can invite the youth. 
Show them some of your treasures you have found enjoying the hobby and set up a plastic swimming pool 
with sand, hide foreign coins and lend them a detector and let them learn first hand how to search for that 
treasure, find it and keep it. Such an event would be news-worthy for the local newspaper, great PR for the 
hobby and your club. Possibly help increase your membership and makes folks in the community aware you 
exist if they or a friend need help someday. Increase in membership, results in more activities for the club, 
better income, and prizes. 

What about the next time you find a lost item for someone and return, if you request to advertise it in the 
local paper instead of payment, they love this kind of stuff. Again it Builds great PR for the hobby. 

There are so many projects for clubs today if they would accept them that would improve good will amongst 
those that oppose us and defeat the programming that much of our opposition offer accusing us as looters. 
However, this will only work if most every club realizes the importance of such dedicated by the club and its 
membership. 

Please don't put this off, for we are already months behind where we should be as a club and as a dedicated 
ambassador to our hobby.  

Sincerely Keith Wills. 
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 This newsletter is published monthly by the Golden Triangle Explorers Society, the oldest treasure 
hunters club in Texas.  We are proud to be a member club of the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs and to be 
a part of the annual Texas Treasure Show.  We encourage you to join a local treasure club and if you live in 
the Dallas Fort Worth Metroplex, or nearby, we invite you to join our club. 
 

We are a family oriented group of treasure hunters and others interested in preserving the past by 
recovering relics, coins, and other treasures and sharing our research and information with other like-minded 
people.  We subscribe to the “Treasure Hunters Code of Ethics” . 

 
If you are interested in joining us, please fill out the form below and bring it to our booth at the 

treasure show, to a meeting, or mail to the address below.  Dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per 
family, including children up to the age of 18 and are pro-rated (Dues are Sept to Aug). 
 
 

Name:  ________________________________________ 
 

Address:  ________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: ________________________________________ 
 
Mail to: 

Golden Triangle Explorers Society 
P.O. Box 59814 
Dallas, Texas 75229 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Golden Triangle Explorers Society 
P.O. Box 59814 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

� PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

 

 

�  

 
 
DON’T FORGET: 
 

� � # � �$ � � � %!  �$ � � � � � &                                                           

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH                                                 

11001 MIDWAY ROAD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

OCTOBER 14, 2005            TIME  7:30 P.M. 
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This page was not included in the mail version of the newsletter .  I t is a “ bonus”  for  
those who receive the newsletter  via e-mail. 
 
 
YOUR 2005/2006 OFFICERS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Left to right:  Robert Jordan, Treasurer; Lisa Burkey, Secretary; 

                                               Rick Burkey, Vice President; Jack Lowry, President 

 
 
 

Golden Tr iangle Explorers Society Webpage Information 

Our newsletter  is posted monthly at: 
http://www.texascouncil.com/newsletter.html 

  
And at: 

http://www.wwats.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=index&catid=&topic=9 
  

This webpage gives the meeting information and such: 
TreasureNet Metal Detecting Forum - Club Hunt  

  
Texas Council of Treasure Clubs 

http://www.texascouncil.com/index.htm 
  

Wor ld Wide Association of Treasure Seekers 
http://www.wwats.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=pnTresMailer&file=index 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH CONTEST (September 2005)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Totzke             1918D Standing Liberty Quarter           Gary Whalen    ¼ ct Diamond Engagement Ring        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Floyd Caldwell                                 Dick Tracy Badge    Gary Whalen                                                 Brass Bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                Gary Whalen                   11 Coins from One Hole 
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Below you©ll see one of WWATS State Directors "Gordon Osborne" in Vermont helping locate families for the survivors 
of Katrina. We at WWATS are very proud of Gordon and his efforts there and for WWATS. 
 Way to go Gordon! Keith Wills, president 
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600 barrels of loot found on Crusoe island   
 
Jonathan Franklin in Santiago 
Monday September 26, 2005 
The Guardian  

The archipelago is named after Robinson Crusoe, but perhaps it should have been called Treasure Island.  
A long quest for booty from the Spanish colonial era appears to be culminating in Chile with the announcement by a 
group of adventurers that they have found an estimated 600 barrels of gold coins and Incan jewels on the remote 
Pacific island. 

"The biggest treasure in history has been located," said Fernando Uribe-Etxeverria, a lawyer for Wagner, the Chilean 
company leading the search. Mr Uribe-Etxeverria estimated the value of the buried treasure at US$10bn (£5.6bn). 
The announcement set off ownership claims. The treasure hunters claimed half the loot was theirs and said they 
would donate it to non-profit-making organisations. The government said that they had no share to donate.  
It also prompted speculation about the contents of what is considered to be one of the great lost treasures from the 
Spanish looting of South America. Chilean newspapers were filled with reports that the stash includes 10 papal rings 
and original gold statues from the Incan empire. 

The hoard is supposedly buried 15 metres (50ft) deep on Robinson Crusoe island, also known as the Juan Fernández 
island, home to Scottish sailor Alexander Selkirk, the adventurer immortalised by Daniel Defoe as Robinson Crusoe. 
Selkirk was dumped on the island and lived alone for four years before being rescued. His exploits brought worldwide 
attention to the islands. 

For centuries treasure hunters have scoured the island in search of booty which was reportedly buried there in 1715 
by Spanish sailor Juan Esteban Ubilla y Echeverria. Using everything from old Spanish ship manifests to teams of 
islanders with shovels and picks, foreigners have made so many claims of discovering the lost treasure that islanders 
are usually sceptical of the proclamations. 

This most recent announcement, however, deserves greater credence because of the equipment used by the treasure 
hunters: a mini robot that can scan 50 metres deep into the earth. The robot, dubbed "Arturito", was invented by 
Chileans and over the past year has grabbed headlines by breaking some of the country©s biggest criminal mysteries. 

First, the robot detected the buried arsenal of a rightwing sect known as Colonia Dignidad. The guns and rocket 
launchers were buried at some 10 metres and while the authorities had searched for years, the robot found the buried 
weapons almost instantly. Then, in the case of missing businessman Jose Yuraszeck, Arturito was able to analyse the 
soil and identify the molecular composition of human bones, allowing investigators to dig straight to the body of the 
murder victim. 

 


