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CLUB OFFICERS 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
JACK LOWRY     (972) 278-9223��

� � � � �� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �

RICK BURKEY             (972) 396-9666 

� � � � � � � � � �          
Robert Jordon       (972) 530-5832 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

LISA BURKEY              (972) 396-9666 
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MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

11001 MIDWAY ROAD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

JUNE 9, 2006  TIME  7:30 P.M.   �

� �  � � � # " � � � � � � � �� � � � �

Jim Hamilton 
Don & Elaine Berry 
Betty & Bob Lien----They may still be 
out of town so if you would like to fill in, 
Please let Jack know. 
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President 

 
June is upon us with all the warm weather . I t is just r ight for  hunting very ear ly in 
the morning and late evening. Vacations have begun for  many and many more 
wish it was their  time to go. Doesn’ t Colorado sound good about now? was   
 
The past month has seen several really great hunt and activities.  There were a 
good number  of GTES members walking the exhibit floor  of Amon Car ter  
Convention Center  in Ft. Wor th the weekend of Apr il 29th. There were a lot of 
different displays and plenty of old fr iends to see again.  Then there was the hunt 
in Tatum, Texas. The turnout was good on a hot and dusty weekend, and the 
children of Tatum benefited as the Public L ibrary gained almost $5400.00 to apply 
to the Children’s Learning Center  compliments of the hunt. Nor th and East Texas 
hunters really step up to the plate for  a good cause. By the time you get this the 
annual meeting in Kerrville, Texas to benefit the L ions Camp for  Children will be 
completed I  think this is the tenth year  to par ticipate in this most wor thy cause 
through the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs.  Last but not the least the Waco 
Club had its hunt this past weekend. I  am sure a good time was had by all. Perhaps 
more can be said later  as I  am planning to go. 
 
 Around November  11th there will be the Six Amigos hunt in Canton, Texas.  More 
than six clubs will be invited to attend. I  hope to have more information to share 
with you dur ing the meeting,  
 
Remember  to save your  pull tabs and aluminum bottle caps. Someone will get to 
make a trophy that travels among club members.   
 
 HUNT MASTER WANTED: We need to fill this position as quickly as possible 
with one or  more volunteers. Club hunts are just that, FUN and competitive 
among the membership. Consider  what it means to you and to the club and 
volunteer  this meeting. I  guess I  can always appoint someone. 
 
 A fun hunt is officially scheduled for  this month with details to be given at the 
meeting.  And, we hope to announce details about our  annual GTES Club hunt for  
2006. Just a few details need to be completed so this can be announced.  
 
The Mansfield Louisiana site is now closed to all hunting thanks to inconsiderate 
hunters that trampled young trees, left large gaping holes unfilled and tore down 
fences. Another  Civil War  site lost for  the ages!! 
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Continued on Page Three, Col. 2 
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Continued from Page One Col.. 1 
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Susan & Bill Phillips 
Jack & Andretta Lowry 
Robert Jordan 
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Coin:  
1st Jack Lowry 1954 Half 
2nd Floyd Caldwell 1935 D Dime 
  
Jewelry:  
1st Gene Jameson 14 kt Diamond Ring 
2nd Floyd Caldwell 1966 10 kt Class Ring 
3rd Nancy Strobo Man’s Sterling Band Ring 
  
Relics:    
No entries 
  
Most Unusual:  
1st Floyd Caldwell Doll Glasses 
2nd Gene Jameson Dog Tag (Colorado) 
  
Second Chance:  
1st Gene Jameson Turtle 
2nd Floyd Caldwell 14 kt Diamond Band 
3rd Wayne Strobo Silver Ring w/ 3 Hearts 
 

 
Ed Note:  The finds this month were few but 
still important.  We expect a larger number of finds 
in June.  Please enter your finds in the contest.  It 
encourages others to bring their finds as well as to 
hunt more often.  Winners should be prepared to 
tell a bit about where they found the item and 
any history.  You don’t have to give away any 
“secrets” but newer hunters need to know they can 
find items in both expected and unexpected places. 
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In the “Marble Drawing”  JoAnn Hines’  number was drawn 
and she drew a green marble. 
 
Greg Williams won the birthday drawing 
Barbara Cundiff won the name tag drawing. 
 
 
Help suppor t your  club!  Buy a ticket and join in the fun.  
The GTES operates on funds collected as member  dues, 
monthly and treasure show drawings, and other  donations.  
This money is used to fund treasure hunts and club 
programs.  Not only can you win a nice pr ize but you gain 
better  pr izes in the treasure hunts.  Door  pr ize winners are 
drawn from the attendance lists and require no donation.  
Donations of pr izes for  each drawing are greatly appreciated. 
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REPORT ON THE ARKOMA COIN 
&  RELIC CLUB HUNT 

By Alice Branger  
 

David & I attended the hunt put on by the Arkoma Coin & 
Relic Club at K River Campground, North of Antlers, OK 
over the Memorial Day weekend.  We started out with a 
cache hunt on Saturday morning as a warm up.  There 
were three caches buried along the river bank and I was 
lucky enough to find one of them, it contained five Susan 
B Anthony dollars. 
 
Then we moved on to the speed hunt, now normally I 
don’ t participate in this hunt but I decided I wanted to try 
my hand at this one and low & behold guess who won – 
none other than yours truly.  The main hunt was held on 
Sunday.  Jim Powers the president of the club & the hunt 
master decided to do something different for the prize 
tokens, he used costume jewelry.  It was interesting 
because it wasn’ t like we were looking for painted dimes 
or pennies we weren’ t exactly sure what the tokens were 
going to be.  But David came off the field with 3 prize 
tokens & I had 1.  For his tokens he won 3 silver rounds, a 
mushroom chair. 
 
I came away with a subscription to Lost Treasure 
magazine.  Herman, a new member at Lone Star club won 
a Garrett bag with a silver round, a Garrett Twister and a 
Garrett Ace 150 metal detector.  As far as I know this was 
only his second hunt.  He joined the Lone Star Treasure 
Hunters Club the prior weekend at the Tatum hunt.  They 
also had a raffle with silver rounds – the first prize being a 
l lb silver round.  David Jones was the proud owner of that 
ticket. 
 
 In the end we all had a very good time with some new 
friends and I believe the Texas clubs were very well 
represented by the three of us.  Everything was very laid 
back & relaxing as far as hunts go and I’m looking forward 
to the WWATS hunt that will be held in this very beautiful 
campground.� 
 
 
 
EDITORIAL NOTE: 
 
Ar ticles and repor ts such as the one above are always 
welcome.  They will be included in the newsletter  as space 
permits.  Shor t ones containing text will be pr inted in the 
pr int version which is mailed to members.  Longer  ar ticles 
and those containing photographs will be included only in the 
electronic version which can be downloaded and pr inting in 
living color (as they used to say in the TV commercials.)  For  
example, see Susan Phillip’s ar ticle on pages 9 - 12.  Please 
submit such items to mikecshaw@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Continued from Page One 
 
Our business meetings follow an agenda approved by the 
Executive Board. For items to be included for the club’s 
consideration, the information and sufficient supporting data 
must arrive on/or before the Wednesday, 10 days prior to the 
club meeting date. Items for consideration need to be mailed 
to:  
GTES President 
PO Box 472531 
Garland, TX  75047-2531  
or by e-mail (preferred) at:   
prez@goldentriangleexplorers.com. 
 
 Items not meeting these criteria and/or presented at the 
meeting may not be acted upon until the following meeting. 
 
We miss you when you fail to attend. Please make an extra 
effort to be with us at 7:30 pm, June 12th, 2006.    
 
Dig ‘em Deep 
 
 
 

May 2006 
Golden Tr iangle Explorers Society  

MINUTES OF MEETING 
(Many Thanks to Alice Branger  for  taking notes in L isa’s 

absence) 
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TREASURY REPORT 
May 2006 

 
The report was not received in time to be included in this 
newsletter.  It will be given at the meeting. 
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Jack Lowry still has six maps left and they will not be 
reprinted. 
Sam©s Street Map of Dallas County circa 1900. 
$2.00 each at the meeting or $3.00 by mail. 
Contact Jack at (972) 278-9223 
 
 
                         GTES Summer Caps 
 The club has purchased a limited supply of embroidered 
caps for sale.  There are two colors, royal and camouflage.  
Both colors have the nylon mesh back for cooling and are 
adjustable.  Member price is the cost, royal is $7 and 
camouflage is $9.  First come first serve or you may call 
Robert to reserve a particular color. 

 � � � � � � � �
6 matched display cases  
 27 ½”x 17”  x3 3/8”       $15.00 each 
1 large display case    
 37”  x 17”  x 3”    $15.00 
1 square display case       
 25”  x 25”  x 3”    $15.00 
1 small display case  
 25”  x 14”  x 3”    $15.00 
2 Plexiglas table top cases  1@ $20.00 &  
    1@ $10.00 
Metal Detectors 
1 Fisher 1280-X  8”  coil  
w/waterproof ear phones. Good to 250’  depth  
Excellent condition in hard case $275.00 
 
1 GTA-1000 Power Master,  
8”  & 4”  crossfire coils      $250.00 
 
4”  Gold Nugget coil & 10”  coil  
for Bounty Hunter.       $10.00 each 
 
Whites 120mm.Bulls eye pocket probe    $25.00 
 
Various Treasure Hunting  
tools     @ Different prices 
 
Harold Greer  
214-358-6570 
 

HELP WANTED! 
 
One of the most demanding, but also one of 
the most rewarding, jobs in the club is that of 
“Huntmaster.”  Gary is moving away and the 
club needs someone to step up and take on 
the job. 
 
If you have an interest in organizing the fun 
hunts, conducting the annual hunts, and in 
helping less experienced hunters learn how 
to find treasure, operate their machines, and 
locate area which to hunt, this is the job for 
you! 
 
See any club officer to volunteer. 
 
 
 
Your newsletter editor is always looking for 
material and news to use (on a space-
available basis.)  Please forward any news, 
articles, or original work to: 
 
GTES Newsletter Editor 
2403 West Crawford Street 
Denison, Texas 75020 
903-464-9962 
mikecshaw@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

 
Alamo Coins has been a good friend to Golden Triangle 
and deserves your support. 
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Golden Tr iangle Explorers Society 
Webpage Information 

 
Our  newsletter  is posted monthly at: 

http://www.goldentriangleexplorers.com 
  

Texas Council of Treasure Clubs 
http://www.texascouncil.com/index.htm 

  
World Wide Association                         

of Treasure Seekers 
http://www.wwats.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=p
nTresMailer&file=index 
 
 
Please visit our webpages and make suggestions 
on content or any other factor to help make them 
better, especially for those who come across them 
while searching for information on our hobby. 
 
Those who design and maintain these webpages 
work hard for our club.  Please extend to them 
your thanks. 
 
If you should “come across”  any other webpage 
representing our club, it is probably out of date 
and should be removed.  Please bring it to the 
attention of any officer. 
 
QUOTE OF THE DAY 
Make yourself an honest man, and then you may be sure that 
there is one less scoundrel in the world. 
--Thomas Carlyle 
 
ANOTHER QUOTE OF THE DAY 
We are all agreed that your theory is crazy.  The question 
that divides us is whether it is crazy enough to have a 
chance of being correct. 
-- Attributed to Niels Bohr (by Peter Coffee) 
ED NOTE: This one could also apply to some of our 
members! 
 
ED NOTE: 
I  apologize for  the small pr int on pages 6 and 7, but I  
wanted to get the information to you.  Photos are 
included in the electronic version, star ting on page 16. 
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(GTES Subscr ibes to this code) 
 
 
1.      I  will respect the r ights and 
         proper ty of others. 
 
2.      I  will obtain permission before  
         hunting on proper ty that is  
         pr ivately owned.  
 
3.      I  will observe all laws, whether  
         national, state, or  local. 
 
4.      I  will fill all holes and leave the  
         land and vegetation as it was. 
 
5.      I  will remove all trash and litter  
         when I  leave. 
 
6.      I  will not destroy or  deface signs,  
         equipment, or  structures. 
 
7.      I  will build fires in designated or  
         safe areas only. 
 
8.      I  will conduct myself with courtesy 
         And consideration for  others and  
         set an example of myself to credit  
         my hobby.    
 

 

We should promulgate this code 
whenever and wherever we can.  Much as 
hunters and fishermen must defend 
themselves from those who set a bad 
example, we must be always on guard for 
those who would make others see our 
hobby only at its worst. 



� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � �

NEWS FROM WWATS 
 
As many of you know this years WWATS Rally and Hunts are scheduled for October 20-22, 2006 at the K River Campgrounds 
www.kriver.com on the Kiamichi River just outside of Antlers, Southeast Oklahoma.  Last weekend I attended the Texas Treasure 
Show in Ft. Worth, TX. and had many folks come by my booth and WWATS booth to tell us how much they enjoyed the great 
camping and activities of last year©s WWATS weekend on the scenic river at K River Campgrounds. Many expressed how much 
they look forward to that one weekend of fun with the entire family all year long. Even had a few tell me that WWATS has found the 
missing ingredient that has been missing for so many years in our hobby, friendship and good clean exciting fun. This makes us at 
WWATS very pleased to know so many get so much from a great weekend of FREE Treasure Hunts and meeting new friends. 
 
Again we have some very exciting activities planned for everyone that attends and many prizes that you will take home with you to 
remember us by. We at WWATS are proud to offer everyone that wants to participate in FREE Treasure Hunts for the weekend, 
free meal Friday night and Free membership for three years and an excellent free website www.wwats.org for everyone to enjoy 
and stay informed about our hobby and its laws. However, this is only possible by your kind donations you make to WWATS and 
the WWATS Rally and Hunts. If it were not for your kind hearts and wiliness to give, then there would be no fun-filled weekend for 
you and the family nor would there be a WWATS! We at WWATS ask you not to forget us, help support us so we might support you 
as well. 
 
This years activities is coming in Oct and again we need your support. We ask all of you that are going to attend, to please pre-
register by filling out the form and mailing it in to us. This helps us to prepare with enough coins to plant, prizes to give away and 
food. You can download an entry form at the WWATS site or at the Texas Council website www.texascouncil.com or contact me to 
mail you a form. Because of the hardship of purchasing coins at the last minute to cover the last minute registration, we will be 
asking for a $20.00 fee from anyone registering during the weekend of the activities. If you go ahead and mail in your registration it 
cost you nothing to hunt the weekend of free hunts. On Sunday we have only one Pay Hunt which does have a registration fee of 
$65.00 if paid before Oct. 7th, 2006. After that date it will cost you $70.00 to enter that hunt and an extra $20.00 if you wait till the 
weekend of the events; so get your entry in now. This hunt is all silver coins planted and metal detectors, silver and gold coins as 
prizes. If you do wish to pay for the only Pay Hunt on Sunday Oct. 22nd, you may do so at this time for a total of 87 silver dimes or 
by cash or check or money order, sent to the address on the entry form. That is paying you .75 cent per silver dime and is subject 
to change if silver makes a major move in price between now and October. 
 
Make plans for the WWATS exciting weekend and a donation now.  
 
Thanks, Keith Wills, president 

 
Unear thed War  Relics See Battle Again  

Archaeologists Decry History Buffs© Digs  
By Brigid Schulte  
Washington Post Staff Writer  
Sunday, April 16, 2006; A01  
 
The buzz began in the chow line. "Did you hear?" asked one relic hunter.  
 
"Yeah. A Mississippi plate," said another. "Absolutely perfect."  
 
The proud new owner of the Confederate belt plate embossed with an eagle held out his treasure on his dirt-caked palm.  
 
Looking on, a man with a long beard and flannel shirt whistled low. "That©s $12,000 right there."  
 
It was the prize find of a three-day relic hunt called Diggin© in Virginia, one of a new breed of organized digs in the history-rich state. More than 200 relic hunters 
in camouflage hauled metal detectors up and down the hills of a Culpeper County farm one weekend this spring. They©d paid a couple of hundred bucks each -- and 
cleaned up.  
 
"You pull a Minie ball out of the ground, and the first thing that strikes you: The last hands that touched this were the hands of a Civil War soldier," dig participant 
Steve Silvia said of a Civil War-era bullet. "It©s about as close as you can get to stepping back in time."  
 
But to alarmed archaeologists, these "safari" digs -- though perfectly legal -- represent the wholesale destruction of the past. Stripping sites of their artifacts also 
strips the ability to learn what stories they could tell.  
 
"These digs are like reading a book, ripping the pages out as you read and setting them on fire," said Kathleen Kilpatrick, director of the state©s Department of 
Historic Resources. "It©s an outrage."  
 
A Mississippi belt plate alone will tell you nothing, Kilpatrick said. A belt plate whose position is documented in context could help reconstruct the flow of a 
historic fight, give insight into military strategy or, at a campsite, illuminate the living conditions of the soldiers there.  
 
Members of the Council of Virginia Archaeologists have begun protesting to state legislators and other officials and are enlisting the aid of local historic 
preservation groups. They©ve also contacted landowners to get them to stop the digs.  
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Last year in the state©s General Assembly, lawmakers considered a measure that would have required relic hunters to get written permission from landowners 
before digging, and to catalogue and report what they found. The bill also would have established that relics belonged to the state, not any individual.  
 
It was resoundingly crushed in committee.  
 
Del. Kenneth R. Plum (D-Fairfax) said he got hundreds of angry e-mails and letters for sponsoring the bill. "I was not prepared for what happened to me," he said. 
"The floodgates opened."  
 
Yes, relic hunters concede, there are the bad guys -- the ones who use night-vision goggles and sneak into protected sites at night to dig things up, or the ones who 
sell what they find on eBay.  
 
But there are others who have such a passion for the past, particularly the Civil War, that they write books on what they find. Some take photographs or use the 
Global Positioning System to pinpoint what they dug up. Others have donated hundreds of hours to help archaeologists -- once using their metal detectors to find 
the site of a Civil War battle near Chantilly that archaeologists had missed.  
 
"I found this is more honest," said William Leigh, a Virginia archaeologist-turned-relic-dealer who is a regular on relic hunts. "These people are in touch with 
history. Archaeologists could learn from the passion of these people."  
 
Although archaeologists fighting the digs say they understand the thrill of finding an artifact, they point to the excavation of the site of 1876©s Battle of Little 
Bighorn, Custer©s Last Stand, in Montana. For more than a century, historians held to the U.S. military©s version of events: that Custer rushed in for glory and was 
crushed by Sioux and Cheyenne warriors. They discounted the Native Americans© very different memory.  
 
National Park Service archaeologist Doug Scott, who enlisted the help of relic hunters, spent years painstakingly mapping where each bullet was found. Using 
microscopic analysis of the firing-pin marks, he traced each bullet to a particular gun and tracked its movement on the battlefield. He discovered that the Native 
Americans were right. Custer had followed military procedure. He was simply outmanned, outgunned and outfought that day.  
 
"Evidence doesn©t lie," Scott said. "History may be accurate. But archaeology is precise."  
 
When a relic hunter dug up 800 cartridges on private property just off the battlefield for souvenirs, Scott was beside himself. "We©re missing the part of the battle 
that tells us how the warriors and the soldiers all got there."  
 
The same weekend as Diggin© in Virginia, 200 relic hunters roamed Fort Powhatan on the James River during the Texas-based North South Hunt, jockeying to see 
who could mine the most Revolutionary and Civil War goodies. (The same group holds the Grand National Relic Shootout and the Git R Dun hunts in Virginia.)  
 
The fort, southeast of Richmond in Prince George County, was home to one of the few regiments of U.S. Colored Troops. On May 21, 1864, they, along with a 
Pennsylvania artillery regiment, beat back a Confederate cavalry assault.  
 
How did they fight together? How did they live together? With the artifacts dug up, the answers to those questions are lost.  
 
"That story©s gone," said Barbara Heath, an archaeologist leading the fight for the Council of Virginia Archaeologists.  
 
In their defense, relic hunters say that many of the places they dig have been ploughed for 140 years and that artifacts have been scattered. "There is no context," 
said Diggin© in Virginia organizer John Kendrick -- a point some archaeologists dispute.  
 
If these sites are so important, relic hunters say, why haven©t archaeologists staked their claim?  
 
Phillip Dean manages Fort Powhatan, which has been in his family since the 1950s. Dean said rent from a relic hunting group helps pay the property taxes. He said 
no one in his family knows much about the history there, nor have archaeologists ever contacted them about it.  
 
"You©d think folks like that would pool their resources and buy some property if they thought it was that important," Dean said. "This country was founded on 
private property rights, as I recall."  
 
Archaeologists argue that there©s not enough money to excavate every important site. And as development in the Washington area pushes farther out, most 
archaeologists spend their workdays in a race against time, excavating what they can or, more commonly, doing the mundane work required by federal and state 
law to see whether anything©s in the ground at all before a road is built or a shopping mall goes up.  
 
So if archaeologists can©t dig, they want the undisturbed sites left alone. To relic hunter John Craig, that sounds nuts. "This stuff©s just rotting in the ground," he 
said.  
 
Matthew Reeves, director of archaeology with the Montpelier Foundation, found some middle ground when he began to work with relic hunters to excavate parts 
of Manassas National Battlefield Park and other projects. Still, he said, the magnitude of the big digs left him "horrified."  
 
The owner of Brandy Rock Farm in Culpeper County, where thousands of artifacts were mined on the Diggin© in Virginia hunt, is a psychiatrist. "Archaeologists 
and relic hunters both love history so much," said Merrill Stock, watching the diggers crowd for a better view of the prized Mississippi plate. "I don©t understand 
why there has to be so much controversy."  
 
One day in the summer of 1863, a Confederate soldier from Mississippi left behind his prized belt plate, worn only by elite members of the state militia, in a camp 
on Brandy Rock Farm.  
 
We will never know why.  
Staff researcher Bobbye Pratt contributed to this report. �  2006 The Washington Post Company 
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 This newsletter is published monthly by the Golden Triangle Explorers Society, the oldest treasure 
hunters club in Texas.  We are proud to be a member club of the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs and to be 
a part of the annual Texas Treasure Show.  We encourage you to join a local treasure club and if you live in 
the Dallas Fort Worth Metroplex, or nearby, we invite you to join our club. 
 

We are a family oriented group of treasure hunters and others interested in preserving the past by 
recovering relics, coins, and other treasures and sharing our research and information with other like-minded 
people.  We subscribe to the “Treasure Hunters Code of Ethics” . 

 
If you are interested in joining us, please fill out the form below and bring it to our booth at the 

treasure show, to a meeting, or mail to the address below.  Dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per 
family, including children up to the age of 18 and are pro-rated (Dues are Sept to Aug). 
 
 

Name:  ________________________________________ 
 

Address:  ________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: ________________________________________ 
 
Mail to: 

Golden Triangle Explorers Society 
 P.O. Box 472531 
 Garland, Texas  75047-2531�

�
�
�
�
Golden Triangle Explorers Society 
P.O. Box 472531 
Garland, Texas  75047-2531 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

� PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

 

 

�
�

 

 
 
DON’T FORGET: 

� � ! � �" � � � # � � �" � � � � � $                                                           

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH                                                 

11001 MIDWAY ROAD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

JUNE 9, 2006            TIME  7:30 P.M. 
 
Bring a guest! 
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A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 

By Susan Phillips 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Bill’s dreams of treasure hunting have always included looking for gold, so we recently joined GPAA to get a taste of gold 
prospecting.  Mid-April we went to Stanton, a ghost town in an area of Arizona that was prospected and mined for gold heavily 
after the Civil War and again in the early decades of the 20th century.  A 160+ acre parcel of land around and including Stanton, 
which sits at the base of Rich Hill (!) is owned and operated by LDMA, the Lost Dutchman Mine Association, a sister 
organization of GPAA.  Twice a year LDMA opens this property to GPAA members for a 3-day gold dig.  All gold found during 
the dig is split between the participants on the last day.  
 
Getting there took a while - 10 hours to Albuquerque, where we spent the night, and 8 more to Stanton.  We didn’ t know how the 
place would look or what amenities would be there (we expected dry camping and port-a-potties), and had joked about how funny 
it would be if we got there and it was right behind a Wal-Mart. No Wal-Mart…but the Dollar General was only a half-mile down 
the road from the Stanton cut-off!   
 
Sight of the Dollar General didn’ t dampen our gold fever once we hit the turn-off and started the 6 mile drive to Stanton.  
Stanton’s in a broad, flat valley bounded by mountains to the north and spectacularly shaped hills at all other compass points.  
Stanton itself was like a KOA campground built on top of gold rich ground!  The remaining old houses and buildings of the town 
are being restored by LDMA members.  The town currently has an office that used to be the old stage stop; an Opry House for  
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meetings (in this large building you can still see the original adobe brick walls); a really nice bath house with hot-and-cold running 
water, toilets and showers; and a building named “Hotel Stanton”  that houses a small library, a pool room and rooms used as camp 
kitchen to provide simple breakfasts and lunches for a small fee.  Other shacks and buildings are also being restored,  
 
 

 

 
<<<Hotel Stanton 
contains the library, pool 
hall and kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
Everyone brought their 
ATVs!>>>  

 
 
 
making a tour of the “ town”  really interesting. There were a goodly number of full hook-up spots for RVs and trailers, some 
spaces with electricity only, and an overflow area for dry camping.  Vendors (oh, yes – there were vendors galore) had their own 
full hook-up area behind the town.  I had to laugh when we checked in – a hand-lettered sign posted on the door gave the settings 
for satellite TV reception!  Roaring ATVs were EVERYWHERE.   
 
On Friday morning everyone gathered for a welcome and instruction session in the town square – all 170+ of us (there were 
actually well over 200 people there, but not everyone took part in the dig)!  We split into two teams, and one was sent to the dry 
washing area next to the creek below the town while the other was assigned to work at the creek itself.  Before we arrived at 
Stanton LDMA had used their dozer to pile up huge mounds of dirt from the creek bed and hills.  The teams’  jobs were to shovel 
up the dirt from the mounds and run them through the wet or dry washers provided.   
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<<<One of 
the sluice 
boxes at 
Antelope 
Creek 
 
 
Dry washing 
set up>>> 

 
 
 
The goal was to winnow out just plain dirt from the gold bearing dirt – to “concentrate”  it for later panning by the more 
experienced LDMA volunteers.  Shifts lasted 2 hours one day and 4 hours the other. All other time was your own, to detect or 
prospect at Stanton or elsewhere, hike or just hang out.   
 
If you plan on going you need to know that you will have to WORK, and work regardless of the weather!  The day we worked the 
dry area, the winds were gusting to 50 miles an hour and the temperature got up to about 85!  Hardest work we’ve done in a while.  
At the end of the shift we barely had the energy to walk back up the steep hill to the camp, and were covered with dirt from top to 
bottom.  When I finally took off my hat and glasses, I looked like a tired, wild-haired, red raccoon!  
 
Saturday night featured a cook-out, a campfire and a rock-finding competition.  Sunday started with an auction (of everything 
from a golf cart to used lady’s size 7 desert boots to $3000 worth of gold nuggets) to raise money for the improvement and upkeep 
of the camp, and ended with the PARCELING OUT OF THE GOLD.  Everyone lined up and pulled a numbered poker chip out of 
a hat (the number would determine which container of nuggets you’d get). The people who pulled numbers 1, 2 or 3 out of the hat 
got bonus nuggets, but everyone got a ziplock bag of black sand (gold bearing dirt) to take home and process.  Here are pictures of 
our very first gold:   
 
 

 

 
<<<GOLD! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        OK, let’s put it in perspective!>>> 

 
   
 
 
The experience was terrific.  We came home with a bit of real gold, met some interesting people, learned a little about what to do 
on our next gold hunting trip and saw some awe-inspiring scenery.  I could write pages about all we saw on our way out and back 
– a camel farm, red cliffs, antelopes, hairpin curves, the amazing town of Jerome, 20-foot tall dinosaurs, petrified logs, the 
continental divide, Mount Humphries and an airplane being towed down the interstate like it was a trailer.  It was, truly, a golden 
experience, and an adventure we’ ll always treasure. 
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AGENDA--- JUNE--- 2006                           5-24-06 
  
 

Welcome: 
 
Introduction of guests: 
 
Old Business: 
 
Volunteers are still needed for the Refreshment Committee and for the position of Huntmaster for our club.  Without this position 
filled it will be almost impossible to have monthly fun hunts and our annual club hunt.   
Patches and Caps - - Patches can be ordered at $3.00 to $3.50 each for club members. We must have at least 25 sold in advance 
before we order.   Robert had caps on display last meeting and can be purchased by contacting Robert at break time.   
  
Hunts:   Make your plans now to attend the WWATS Hunt at K River Campgrounds just outside Antlers Oklahoma the last 
weekend in October. Just ask those who attended last year, it is will worth the drive. Most of the festivities are free with only one 
BIG hunt to pay for.  
 
The Lone Star annual hunt at the Glenn Heights Park, October 14th. This is a hunt you will not want to miss. More information 
will be available at the next meeting. 
And, the Six Amigos hunt in Canton, Texas November 11th is a hunt you certainly do not want to miss.   
 
New Business: 
 
Update on the situation in Harris County there is no news to report at this time.  
 
Report from Mary Penson and Susan Caldwell about joint meeting with Lone Star in July. 
 
Update on Mansfield, LA. 
 
Next month we hope to have word on The GTES club hunt for 2006. It is necessary to finalized the date and place. 
 
It is time to form a Nominating Committee to present candidates for club offices. The candidates need to be presented and voted 
upon at the August meeting as their terms will begin at the September meeting. 
  
Vote for the find of the month and be sure to purchase your tickets for the club fundraisers. Don’ t forget the Marble Raffle; there 
is a limit of 5 tickets that may be purchased at $1.00 a ticket per person per month.  
   
No other issues have been brought before the Board for consideration at this time. 
 
Refreshments:  
 
Guest Speaker.  
 
Find of the Month, Birthday/Anniversary Drawing, Name Tag drawing and Door prizes. 
 
Main Fund Raiser  
 
Adjourn 
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World Wide Association of Treasure Seekers 
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World’s Largest “ FREE”  Metal Detecting Hunt.                                           
Saturday October 21 between 9 AM to 12 Noon 
 

Location: K River Campgrounds www.kriver.com �
  On the Kiamichi River---Antlers, Southeast Oklahoma 
 

                      OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Camping/Primitive/all size campers/water and electric/some full hook-ups. 
 

You are invited to a fun-filled long weekend. 
 Enjoy and learn Metal Detecting, Dredging, High Banking, Panning, 
Sluicing, Relic Hunting, Coin Hunting, Nugget Shooting, Water Hunting, 
Indian Arrowhead Hunting, Swimming, Tubing, Canoeing, and Seminars on 
MD’ ing, Gold Prospecting and Treasure Seeking. 
 Large Manufactures and Dealers vending area. 

 

Join WWATS Now! 
“ We Can And Will Make A Difference”  
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