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MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH                       

11001 MIDWAY ROAD               

DALLAS, TEXAS 

APR 11, 2008     TIME:  7:30 P.M.  

       

The following members have 

volunteered to bring 

refreshments for the next 

Meeting:                                  

Ron Rutledge 
Jeff Engemann 
Mary Penson  
Lynne Hall 
 
Susan Phillips, refreshment 

committee chair, says she'd be 

delighted to sign you up to bring 

refreshments at an upcoming 

meeting!  Catch her with the 

refreshment sign up sheet at 

the next meeting or call/email 

her to add your name to the list 

for the month of your choice.  A 

list of those scheduled to 

provide refreshments in the 

future is on the MEETINGS & 
EVENTS page at  www. 

goldentriangleexplorers.com/ 

 

Future Monthly Meetings                                                

May 9, 2008     Time 7:30 p.m   

June 13, 2008  Time 7:30 p.m 

July 11, 2008    Time 7:00 p.m.*  

Aug. 8, 2008     Time 7:30 p.m. 
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President 

 
Well as I sit down to write this greeting, we are getting ready to pack our gear 
and head to Killeen for the convention. I know that by the time you read this 
letter the show will be over but I hope everyone had a chance to attend. 
 
I sent out an e-mail to the membership a few weeks ago about a possible trip 
to the Crater of Diamonds in Arkansas. I got a response from 8 or 9 people 
that were interested. I then sent a follow up note to pick a date. The choices 
were either of the last two weekends in April or the first weekend in May. As 
of right now, we have narrowed it down to May 2nd, 3rd, & 4th. This is still not 
100% done yet but I will get more info to everyone interested as soon as 
possible. If for some reason you did not get word of this trip or you have 
changed your mind about going, please let me know. 
 
Don’ t forget our Fund Raiser Drawing held at each meeting. This is how we 
raise most of the money for club activities so bring lots of money. Also, 
check the food people list to see if you are scheduled to bring something this 
time. See you Friday. 
 
 
NEWS ABOUT OUR FELLOW MEMBERS: 
 
It was good to see Don at the last meeting.  Let’s hope he makes all our meetings.  
It’s a hard way to lose weight, though. 
 
Following the tornadoes in Georgia, Jack Lowry contacted the Burkeys.  This is 
Lisa’s reply: 
 
HELLO Golden Triangle 
We are fine we had a shingle blown off the house but other then that we are 
fine.  Tell everyone hi and we definitely miss the camaraderie of the people 
and the club.  We talk about you guys, as well.  Eventually we will visit and 
stop to see you.  Bye until then.   
Happy Hunting from Lisa And Rick 
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BILL PHILLIPS                    PREZ@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM��
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WAYNE STROBO             VP@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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MARY PENSON  TREASURER@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  

�

� � . * � � � * ' ,� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

ALICE BRANGER SECRETARY@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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JACK ELLETT   HUNTMASTER@ 
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MIKE SHAW      NEWSLETTER@ 
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LARRY COOLEY          INFO@ 
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The fun hunt for 3/15/08 was held at Kidd Springs Park.  Those in attendance 
were: 
Nancy and Wayne Strobo 
Susan and Bill Phillips 
George Koehl 
Lynne Hall 
Greg Williams - Plano 
Henry Moore 
Guy Conces 
 
Most coins found:  Lynne Hall (66) 
Oldest coin:  Bill Phillips (1956 wheatie) 
Coin of the day (Quarter):  Lynne Hall (18) 
Jewelry:  Bill Phillips (Eternity ring) 
 
It©s a beautiful park & we all  had an outstanding day. 
 
After the hunt, we all went to El Fenix for an outstanding Mexican lunch. 
(Thanks, Jack).  Fun was had by all! 
 
If you are not participating in the monthly fun hunts, you©re missing out! 
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Expenses: 
Mary Penson for Door Prizes - Cash                                                      $25.00  
Midway Hills Christian Church for 1st Quarter Rent                           $300.00 
 
Credits: 
Fund Raiser $339.00 (less $25 to Mary Penson)                                  $314.00 
Dues                                                                                                      $115.00 
 
Marble Game $35.00 ($15.00 for Deposit $15.00 in Game "Safe") $5.00 back 
in Consolation Prize which was one by Lewis Murray 
 
Total Bank Deposit $444.00 
 
Cash on Hand $35.00 
 
Special Deposit for TCTC fund Raiser $310.00 
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MEMBER 
ADVERTISENTS 
 
I have some .40caliber 
ammo boxes available. 
Excellent for tool storage , 
tool boxes and for 
transporting detecting 
equipment and spare items. 
Boxes are $5.00 each to 
GTES members. 

 
-- Jack Lowry 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
The speaker each month 
is a valuable part of our 
meetings.  Every 
participant in this hobby 
has stories to tell and hints 
to offer.  Volunteer to 
speak at one of our 
meetings.  See any 
officer. 
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Coins: 

1st Place Ron Rutledge                1942 Half 
2nd Place Robert Jordan                1930 Mercury Dime 
3rd Place        Dennis Brasher              Indian Cent 

 
Jewelry: 

1st Place        Stan May                     Turquoise Ring 
     2nd Place    Irma Adams                 10 kt Gold Filled Ring 
     3rd Place       Ron Rutledge               14 kt Ladies Ring 
 
Relics: 

1st Place   Dennis Brasher             CB&O RR Lock 
2nd Place          Ron Rutledge                1912-30 Printers Plate 
3rd Place          Wayne Strobo               Portland Hotel Key Fob 

 
Most Unusual: 

1st Place     Dennis Brasher             Saloon Token 
      2nd Place     Robert Jordan               CEW Watch Fob                                
            3rd Place       Wayne Strobo              1968 Commemorative  
               
Second Chance: 
      1st Place    Dennis Brasher             Indian Men’s Pow Wow Pin  
            2nd Place    George Koehl               Women’s Ring 
     3rd Place     Ron Rutledge                Mobil Gas Hat Badge 
 
 
 
 
 
�
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No member submitted a recipe this month.  Rather than let us all go hungry, here is a recipe from Bush’s Beans.  
Come on, folks, share your recipes with the rest of us! 
 
Country Style Barbecued Onions 
Created by Steven Raichlen, author of "How To Grill" 
 
   Serves: 8 
   Preparation time: 10 minutes 
   Cooking time: 40 to 60 minutes 
 
   1 can (28 ounces) BUSH©S Country Style Baked Beans 
   8 medium Vidalia onions or sweet onions 
   1/4 cup dark brown sugar 
   1/2 cup sweet red barbecue sauce 
   4 Tbsp. butter, cut into 8 pieces 
   2 strips bacon, precooked, cut into 8 pieces 
   Fresh ground black pepper, to taste. 
 
   Cut off onion stems and peel. Hollow-out onions leaving base intact. Finely chop the onion removed from the shell; in mixing bowl, 
combine chopped onion, beans, brown sugar and barbecue sauce. 
 
   Spoon bean mixture into onions; top each onion with butter, bacon and pepper. 
 
   Arrange onions on grill grate away from fire. Grill onions 40 to 60 minutes or until they are golden brown and tender. 
 
 
  

 
 



The following information was submitted by member Mickey Greer: 
�
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Texas Council of Treasure Clubs 
 

No news received this month – everyone is busy with the Treasure Show.  
 
 
 

World Wide Association of Treasure Clubs 
 
 
This question was posted at WWATS, can you answer it? 
  
Can anyone explain the Texas Antiquities Code to me? I bought a detector late last year and then found out that 
I am very limited in its use. I live in Alvin, Tx and was hoping to use it on the beach in Galveston. 
  
Answer: 
The Texas Antiquities Code is much the same as all the individual states in America, it was established to 
preserve our natural heritage (more specifically - found Indian artifacts). However, our government has found 
ways to also include most everything that can be dated 50 years or older. (50 year rule that our government 
follows is in direct conflict with the 100 year rule set be Congress in 1979 in the Archeological Resource 
Protection Act---ARPA). Makes you wonder which set or laws and regulations as American citizens should we 
be following??  
 
In as much as we all are concern as to preserving our past, it seems at times our government is over reacting 
towards a simple recreational hobby as metal detecting that millions of Americas enjoy today. Yet many 
properties are still open to us to enjoy that hobby as long as you respect the property and the owner©s rules or 
regulations. In short, "treat the property as if it is yours and respect it as you would request anyone to do on 
your own place". In Texas most all public lands are open for responsible metal detecting, like the beaches on the 
Texas coast and Galveston Beaches. Many of us have detecting them for decades now. Most of your rangers 
patrolling those beaches have enough common sense to know we are in fact helping to keep such beaches and 
other public properties clean by placing the trash we find in the proper containers when we leave. 
 
There are areas closed to our activity such as the Texas State Parks, where we have been fighting for over a 
decade to open those parks to our activity on "public use areas" only that are already pre-disturbed. At this time 
38 other states in America allow metal detecting and digging in such areas of their state parks, but not Texas. 
We will keep fighting and someday win our state parks in Texas.  
 
Also, since 1989 our activity is allowed on beaches, swimming areas, playgrounds and some picnic areas of the 
Army Corps of Engineer©s properties surrounding area lakes from coast to coast, this is the first nationwide 
metal detecting policy. 
 
Of course, private property is usually the better place for our hobby as long as permission was acquired from the 
landowner first. Most of my greatest finds in my 39 years for detecting was found on private property. 
 
Still today, most all the public parks, school grounds, and more will allow our activity as long as you respect the 
property. Many do not, thus many properties are closed every year. Just remember that the Antiquities Code is 
only for public and state owned land, it does not affect private property as much as some government agencies 
would like for you to believe. There are many many places you can feel comfortable in enjoying your metal 
detecting activity, so good luck and happy hunting. Was glad to help. Visit WWATS site www.wwats.org or 



www.protecthehobbynow site to keep up on laws that govern our recreational hobbies and ask permission when 
on private property.  
 
Thank You, Keith Wills, president 
 
 
 
 
GOOD INFO, in particular for those new to the Hobby. 
  
You might find the following of interest? 
When we metal detect Corps of Engineers lakes/beaches, we bring a metal mesh bucket, 
container about a 5 gallon size.  ALL TRASH found goes into this container. Frequently 
we will see early in the morning, a Park Ranger roaming the beach, picking up trash like 
soda and beer cans.  We ALWAYS make it a point to tell them that they can dump the 
stuff they pick up into our container.....so they can see how much we have found and what 
we do with it.  
The Hobby can us all the P.R. it can get. 
(it has ALWAYS amazed me to see someone dig up a trash item, then bury it again. So 
they can dig it up again some other time? Or is their thinking that they will not be back to 
this beach ever again?) 
Hal 
 
Thanks Hal! It has always been my deepest worry that someday some idiot will destroy our "nationwide policy" with the Corps that I 
and the Corps chiefs in Washington DC set up back in March of 1989. After many meetings with the Corps chiefs they assure me that 
it will not be them that ever ends the policy and that they are well aware that there are many different personalities of the folks we 
have in this hobby as well. However, I have found the Corps folks to be very tolerant with folks in our hobby and most of the rangers 
and the reports coming back to the chiefs in Washington is "that we (the detectorist) are more efficient in helping keep their lands and 
beaches cleaned than their own employees." 
 
Permission on the Corps properties vary from site to site but the rules are the same nationwide. Those rules and the direct letter from 
the Corps in Washington is always posted on my site at: www.brokendetector.com for all to print out and take with them if they visit 
Corps properties. This is advisable due to the temp rangers the Corps hires in the summer months to help meet the demand of higher 
numbers of visitors. Many of those temp rangers may not be aware of the nationwide policy with detectorist and it is always helpful to 
have a copy of the policy to show them. 
 
If anyone encounters a problem with a Corps ranger, don©t argue, you won©t win. Simply go see the Corps Project Office closest to 
where your hunting and ask for the director of the Project area. He should be well aware of the policy with detectorist and should 
correct any problems you have. Please bare in mind, that the project engineer has the right at anytime to close an area (even if it has 
been hunted by you for many years) if he deems necessary due to a recent discovery that would require them to do a more extensive 
survey of the area for natural resources. This is part of the policy with the Corps. However, if it is a project office that gives no help to 
the problem and offers nothing but a poor attitude, then I need to know about it, date, time and names...contact me direct. I will 
communicate this problem directly to the correct chief in Washington and we will work it out. I have seen the chief fire and move 
project office directors for not adhering to the nationwide policy a number of times now. So above all else, let©s all follow the rules set 
in our policy with them and protect the privilege we have to enjoy our recreational sport on their lands. 
 
It makes me very proud to hear from Hal and his club members and others that show they do in fact appreciate and follow rules of this 
policy and even go one step further to show the rangers their efforts to keep the lands clean of trash. Such efforts and dedication make 
Hal and his club members top-notch group in my opinion and true ambassadors of our hobby.  
 
Keith Wills, president WWATS 

 



The Killeen Daily Herald  
 

History buffs seek trace of pre-Alamo battle  
Posted on: Tuesday, January 29, 2008, 12:08 AM  
By Hernan Rozemberg 
San Antonio Express-News  
 
SAN ANTONIO – "Remember The Alamo!" goes the popular battle cry. But for a small cadre of dogged 
history buffs, truth seekers still have a thing or two to learn about a lesser-known military clash that took place 
two decades earlier and marked the first Texas revolution.  
 
Led by a couple of proud Tejanos – the original term for Texans of Mexican descent – and with the full blessing 
of the property owner, a group of about 50 metal detector-toting volunteers set off on 600 acres of pasture in far 
Southeast Bexar County on Saturday in search of any remaining evidence of the Battle of Medina.  
 
Dubbed the "forgotten battle," the bloody confrontation took place Aug. 18, 1813, just 20 miles south of and 23 
years before the struggle at the Alamo, pitting Anglo settlers, American Indians and Tejanos against the 
defending forces of the Spanish crown.  
 
The rebels were brutally crushed in the four-hour standoff. More than 1,000 were killed – their bodies left to rot 
for nearly a decade – while fewer than 100 escaped. The victorious royalist camp suffered only 55 losses, all 
receiving a proper burial next to a nearby church.  
 
To this day, the precise location of the battleground remains unknown, though Dan Arellano and Rick Reyes, 
along with other amateur historians including Chuck Toudouze, the ranch owner who hosted the group, bet that 
it happened on Toudouze©s land.  
 
While Arellano and Reyes led Saturday©s expedition with a mission to give due credit to their Tejano ancestors, 
other volunteers showed up early on a chilly morning from near and far with hope of literally making history by 
digging up remains.  
 
"I©ve been looking for this battle site for eight years," said Arellano, a real estate broker in Austin and author of 
"Tejano Roots: A Family Legend."  
 
"There©s a plaque on another ranch three miles down the road, but that©s not where it happened. It happened 
right here, I know it," said Arellano, surveying a vast, empty pasture.  
 
And so the giddy bunch set off, armed with metal detectors in one hand and shovels in the other, spreading out 
in groups in search of history.  
 
By midday, after some false alarms rendering mostly contemporary materials such as tin pieces, some 
promising results: Diggers found three marble-sized musket bullets.  
 
Albert Patty and daughter Julie trekked 200 miles from Cameron. They and most others found out about the 
event through a popular diggers© Internet site.  
 
Used to having to sneak around construction sites, they didn©t want to pass up the chance of roaming free on 
hundreds of acres that might hold a treasure trove.  
 
"I was hoping to break the 1800s," said Patty, noting he had dug up a coin from 1835 near his home.  
 



Larry Dickman of Windcrest has been "hunting" on and off for 20 years. He said he can only hope one day to 
shed the bad public image that amateur archaeologists have been given.  
 
Not all diggers are money-grubbing thieves oblivious to historical preservation, he said, turning over to 
Arellano a dirt-covered musket bullet he had found.  
 
"There©s just nothing like being able to touch a piece of the past," sighed Dickman, as he put on large earphones, 
his metal detector beep-beeping for what he hoped would be a bigger discovery.  
 

 
Volunteer  Alber t Patty of Cameron, Texas displays an iron piece from an old tractor  found on the Toudouze Ranch as par t of the search for  
remnants of the Old Medina Battle field, Saturday, Jan. 26, 2008 in San Antonio, Texas. Most of the volunteers were here to search the 
history. (AP Photo/San Antonio Express-News, Delcia Lopez)  
 

 

Volunteers armed with metal detectors comb the Toudouze Ranch ear ly Saturday morning, Jan. 26, 2008 in search of remnants of the Old 
Medina Battle field in San Antonio, Texas. Led by a couple of proud Tejanos _ the or iginal term for  Texans of Mexican descent _ and with 
the full blessing of the proper ty owner, a group of about 50 metal detector-toting volunteers set off on 600 acres of pasture in far  Southeast 
Bexar  County on Saturday in search of any remaining evidence o 

 



FROM THE MARCH MEETING: 

 

COINS:           JEWELRY: 

     

First Place 1942 Half – Ron Rutledge         First Place Turquoise Ring – Stan May 

 
 
RELICS: 
      

      
 
First Place CB& O RR Lock – Dennis Brasher                             Second Place Pr inters Plate – Ron Rutledge 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Unusual:         Second Chance: 
      

      
First Place Saloon Token – Dennis Brasher                                  First Place Red Man’s Pow Wow Pin – Rober t Jordon 
 
 

Runners Up: 
 

       
 
 
 

                                                      



Guest Speaker  Showing Diamonds:       The Group Wanted A Closer  Look: 
 

       
 
I  Wish I  Could Find One L ike This:       The One I  Found Was Like This: 

       
 
 
Is He Sneaking Up On Her?         Ben Pays Attention: 
 

      


