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MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH                       

11001 MIDWAY ROAD               

DALLAS, TEXAS 

OCT . 10, 2008  TIME:  7:30 P.M.  

 

REFRESHMENT VOLUNTEERS FOR 

THE OCTOBER MEETING:                      

LARRY & SHIRLEY VOYLES      

JOSEPH HARRIS                          

MIKE & CONNIE SHAW            

 

Susan Phillips, refreshment 

committee chair, says she'd be 

delighted to sign you up to bring 

refreshments at an upcoming 

meeting!  Catch her with the 

refreshment sign up sheet at 

the next meeting or call/email 

her to add your name to the list 

for the month of your choice.  A 

list of those scheduled to 

provide refreshments in the 

future is on the MEETINGS & 
EVENTS page at  www. 

goldentriangleexplorers.com/ 

 

Future Monthly Meetings                                                      

Nov. 14, 2008  Time 7:30 p.m.   

Dec. 12, 2008  Time 7:00 p.m.* 

Jan. 9, 2009     Time 7:30 p.m. 

Feb. 13, 2009   Time 7:30 p.m. 

Mar.  13, 2009  Time 7:30 p.m. 

* NOTE:  Meeting Starts Early 
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The weather is changing…it looks like fall is here!  This is my favorite time 
of the year for treasure hunting.  The summer-time temperatures are over and 
we have had some recent rains to soften-up the soil.  I have had the 
opportunity to get out and hunt and I hope you all have also.  Be sure and 
enter your finds in the find of the month contest! 
 
First, I want to thank the previous executive staff for their service to the club.  
In addition, they have made the transition from the previous to this year’s 
executive committee smooth.  Thank you all for everything! 
 
The club is still seeking a secretary.  Also, we will be looking for a new club 
huntmaster.  These positions are needed and are necessary roles for your club.  
Please consider volunteering for these positions. 
 
I was not able to make the annual club hunt due to a previous engagement.  I 
look forward to hearing the report. 
 
See you this Friday. 
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CHUCK HOWELL                PREZ@ 
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GREG WILLIAMS                 VP@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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ROBT. JORDON    TREASURER@ 
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OTHER CONTACTS 
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JACK ELLETT       HUNTMASTER@ 
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Expenses: 
9/12     Alamo Coins (hunt and stock silver dollars)                      $ 315.00                        
9/13     Alamo Coins (Oct. Raiser, stock, wheaties)                         209.11     
9/13     Midway Hills Christian Church (rent)                  300.00 
9/16     Alamo Coins (hunt dimes)                                           207.50 
   
Credits: 
9/13     Hunt Fees                                                        325.00 
9/13     Sep. Fund Raiser                                             295.00 
9/13     Dues                                                                   10.00 
9/13     Book Sale                                                          10.00  
9/13     Marble Fund Raiser                                             1.00             
                          
Marble Safe contains $20 
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Jack Lowry reports he had 
knee replacement surgery 
the 15th. All seems to be 
going well and he should get 
the staples out Tuesday.   
 
 
Keith Wills reports we now 
have a professional diver and 
crime scene certified diver in 
North Texas area. If you know 
of folks that lost something in 
deep or shallow water and 
could use an experience diver 
with all the right equipment to 
help find it, contact Larry 
Coach at: bscoach@att.net  He 
will travel to help find lost 
items. Tell him Keith sent you! 
 
If you care about the future of 
our hobby, check out 
www.wwats.org 
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Coin: 
1st James Turner   1909 Indian Head   Editor©s Note:  Please bring your  
2nd Chuck Howell                1903 Barber dime   finds and enter them in the Finds 
3rd Irma Adams                  1911 V nickel    of the Month Contest.  Not only 

 can you win a nice silver coin but 
Jewelry:          showing what is still in the ground 

1st Jack Ellett                        14K gold ring    encourages newer hunters to keep 
2nd Chuck Howell             14K gold necklace   looking.  Please be prepared to 
3rd James Turner                    Silver ring    give a brief report on where you 

           found the item. You are not  
Relics:          expected to "give away" your  

1st Chuck Howell                   Texas star button   Hunting spots but, "I found this  
2nd James Turner                    Dallas Cab transfer   on a house lot in Oak Cliff." or  

            "This was in a city park in  
Most Unusual:         Garland." helps encourage  

1st Irma Adams                    Silver-plated card case  less experienced hunters to try 
2nd James Turner                  Matchbook case   new areas. 
3rd Joseph Harris                 Bible token 

 
Second Chance: 

1st Chuch Howell                  18?2 cent piece 
2nd James Turner                   Sterling fork 
3rd Jack Ellett                       14K gold earring 
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Since I didn’t receive any recipes this month, I thought I would include these notes on chuck-wagon cooking:  

Origins of chuck-wagon cooking 

 
The craft of chuck-wagon cooking developed shortly after the Civil War, when Texas ranchers began herding their cattle every year to Abilene, Kan., 
for shipment by train to the meat packers of Chicago and New York. 
 
This migration of longhorns and cowboys could take three months, slowly moving down dusty trails that crossed prairies, rivers and ravines. And the 
cattle owners had to figure out how to feed all their cowhands three square meals a day along the way. 
 
Texas cattleman Charles Goodnight is credited with creating the first chuck wagon in 1866, when he refitted a small, canvas-covered Army surplus 
wooden wagon with a cupboard called a "chuck box" and another storage space known as a "boot," both at the back of the vehicle. 
 
The chuck box had shelves and drawers that held ingredients and small utensils, with a hinged door that folded down to form a worktable. The boot 
was for heavier equipment such as Dutch ovens, iron skillets, grill racks and pothooks, as well as a big, enamelware coffeepot. And a length of hide 
or canvas was secured under the wagon as a sling to hold wood and dried cow dung to fuel the cooking fire. 
 
Ingredients included bags of flour, dried beans, cornmeal and sometimes potatoes; metal canisters full of sugar, baking powder and spices (salt, black 
pepper, cinnamon and nutmeg); boxes of coffee beans and bottles of vanilla extract; stoneware kegs of molasses and vinegar; crocks of rendered lard 
and sourdough starter; bags of dried fruits (apples, apricots, peaches, raisins and prunes); and occasionally tin cans of vegetables, fruits and 
evaporated milk. These staples were supplemented by freshly slaughtered beef, as well as game shot on the trail and wild onions and peppers 
gathered by the cook. 
 
The wagon also hauled pots and pans, mixing bowls, meat cleavers and knives, tin cups and speckled-enamel tableware, buckets and wash pans, 
matches and tobacco tins, kerosene lanterns and shaving supplies, a stoneware keg of whiskey (for medicinal purposes), a hand-cranked coffee 
grinder and a big, wooden barrel for water. 
 
And the cowboys tossed their bedrolls and personal gear into the front of the wagon, along with the ropes and tools they needed for the cattle drive. 
 
By the early 1900s, however, long trail drives were already becoming a thing of the past, an experience to be recounted nostalgically around 
campfires and dinner tables by people who still ran cattle but no longer had to herd them hundreds of miles to market. Yet the old horse- or mule-
drawn chuck wagons continued to be a part of ranch life until the 1930s, when they began to be replaced by more efficient motor vehicles. 
 

 
 

 



WorldWide Association of Treasure Seekers 
The following was forwarded by Keith Wills: 

 
OK folks, everyone of us in Texas has a golden opportunity to hit the Texas Parks and Wildlife where it hurts, in the pocket book. For 
many years now I and others have worked to get our hobby of metal detecting into Texas State Parks only to have dirty politics and 
the Texas State Parks tell us each year they will never allow access to our hobby. I remind you that there is 38 states in America now 
that allow metal detecting in "designate public use areas" of their state parks that are "already disturbed" and they have NO problems 
with us; however Texas is not one of them and both the legislature and Parks officials have played by dirty rules to keep us out! So if 
you do not take this opportunity to speak your peace either by writing or email to the Sunset Committee before the November ruling, 
then it is your own fault. It seems that all other activities are allowed on Texas State Parks except ours. Also I remind you that the 
Army Corps of Engineers allowed our activity when they realized in 1989 that is would be discriminating not to. Our metal detecting 
policy with the Corps is nationwide--coast to coast and they benefit by our activity in cleaning their park areas according to their 
chiefs in Washington DC.  
 
Please take the time to write, do something, don©t just sit on your hands. I hope the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs pick this ball up 
and run with it. Every detectorist in the state needs to be notified now.  
 
Read the attachment for  better  understanding and send your  comments in to the address or  email of the Sunset Advisory 
Commission now. 
 
For those out-of-state; if you wish to help your brothers and sisters of the hobby here in Texas, please write as well and stress the 
importance of vacationing in Texas Parks only if you can enjoy your activity of metal detecting while your visiting. 
 
We need everyone©s help and we need it now! Thank you, Keith Wills 
 
 
 
A an example of letters, here is the one I wrote: 
 
 
Good Morning: 
 
I understand you are reviewing the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) under the Sunset Act. 
  
As a retired citizen of Texas, I spend quite a lot of money on tourist and outdoor activities.  As a protest against the policies of TPWD, 
I spend more of my money in Oklahoma than in Texas.  I buy a Texoma fishing license and a non-resident Oklahoma fishing license 
(I live near Lake Texoma) and I no longer buy a "super-combo" Texas fishing/hunting license as I did for many years. 
  
The specific policy of the TPWD I object most to is the one against using metal detectors on any "TPWD property" (actually, I 
consider it the property of all citizens of Texas but few TPWD employees seem to agree with me.)  As I said, I live near Lake Texoma 
where I may use a metal detector on land managed by the Corps of Engineers (COE) but not on land managed by TPWD leased by the 
State of Texas from the COE! 
  
Thus, I am allowed on metal detect (within rules) on land controlled by 38 states and many agencies of the federal government, but 
not on land in my own state.  I have lived in other states and was probably seen as a "Texas braggart" much of the time but no more.  
Since becoming involved in metal detecting I find myself apologizing for the shortsighted policies of my beloved state! 
  
I certainly hope you can include some of this information in your report to the legislature. 
  
Sincerely,  
 
Mike Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A NICE TRIBUTE TO GENE JAMESON DISPLAYED AT OUR MEETING: 
 

 



SEPTEMBER FINDS OF THE MONTH CONTEST WINNERS:  
 
 

       
 

       
 

        
 



        
 

       
 

             
    


